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TAKE NOTICE that the Quebec Class Action Plaintiffs1 make a motion presentable jointly 

before the Honourable Justice Catherine Piché of the Superior Court of Québec and 

before the Honourable Justice Jessica Kimmel of the Ontario Superior Court of Justice 

(Commercial List) seeking an order, substantially in the form of the draft order in Tab 5 

hereto: 

a) authorizing and directing the Claims Administrator to make interim distributions to 

Eligible Blais Class Members whose Tobacco-Victim Claims or Succession Claims 

have been accepted, notwithstanding sections 52.1 and 54 of the Quebec 

Administration Plan; 

b) ordering that the interim distribution payments shall be equal to 50% of the 

maximum Compensation Payment applicable to each such accepted claim 

pursuant to section 41 of the Quebec Administration Plan (the “Interim Amount”); 

c) authorizing and directing the Claims Administrator to identify all Tobacco-Victim 

Claims and Succession Claims in respect of which a Notice of Acceptance has 

been issued as at the date of the judgment to intervene and to make an interim 

distribution of the Interim Amount to all such claimants within thirty (30) days 

following the judgment to intervene herein; 

d) authorizing and directing the Claims Administrator, on a monthly basis following 

the date of the judgment to intervene, to identify all Tobacco-Victim Claims and 

Succession Claims in respect of which a Notice of Acceptance has been issued 

that month and no Interim Amount has yet been paid, and to make an interim 

distribution of the Interim Amount to all such claimants within thirty (30) days 

thereafter; 

e) ordering that any interim distributions made pursuant to the judgment to intervene 

shall constitute an advance on account of the total Compensation Payments 

ultimately determined by the CCAA Plan Administrators in consultation with the 

 
1 Unless otherwise defined herein, defined terms shall have the meanings set out in the CCAA Plans. 
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Claims Administrator pursuant to sections 52 and 53 of the Quebec Administration 

Plan; 

f) ordering that upon the final determination of the total Compensation Payments due 

pursuant to sections 52 and 53 of the Quebec Administration Plan, the Claims 

Administrator shall distribute any balance owing to Eligible Blais Class Members 

on account of the Compensation Payments to which they are entitled, subject to a 

pro rata division in the event that the funds remaining in the QCAP Trust Accounts 

are insufficient to pay the total Compensation Payments determined;  

g) ordering that, notwithstanding sections 54.2 and 54.3 of the Quebec Administration 

Plan, all interim distributions and final distributions of Compensation Payments 

made pursuant to the Quebec Administration Plan shall be paid by cheque to, as 

applicable: 

i. the Tobacco-Victim; 

ii. the Estate of the deceased Tobacco-Victim, if (i) the claim was made by a 

liquidator of the Estate of the deceased Tobacco-Victim, or (ii) the claim was 

made by an heir and the Claims Administrator is unable to determine the 

apportionment of a Compensation Payment among multiple heirs, in 

accordance with section 38.7 of the Quebec Administration Plan; or 

iii. directly to the heirs of a deceased Tobacco-Victim, in accordance with their 

respective proportions of entitlement to the Compensation Payment, where 

the Claims Administrator has determined the entitlement and respective 

proportions of entitlement of the heirs of a deceased Tobacco-Victim. 

h) declaring that the orders requested herein constitute an appropriate modification 

to the administration of the Quebec Administration Plan pursuant to section 7.1 of 

the Quebec Administration Plan and shall remain in effect until the final 

determination of Compensation Payments under sections 52 and 53 of the Quebec 

Administration Plan; and 
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i) ordering that no action shall be taken against the Claims Administrator, the QCAP 

Agent or Quebec Class Counsel, arising from the administration or implementation 

of the Quebec Administration Plan, the interim distributions or the final 

distributions, except with prior leave of the Superior Court of Québec.  

THE MOTION IS BROUGHT pursuant to the terms of the Quebec Administration Plan 

which forms part of the Plans of Compromise and Arrangement of JTI-Macdonald Corp. 

(“JTIM”), Imperial Tobacco Canada Limited and Imperial Tobacco Company Limited 

(together, “Imperial”), and Rothmans, Benson & Hedges Inc. (“RBH”) (collectively, the 

“CCAA Plans”), approved by Order of the CCAA Court dated March 6, 2025, as amended 

on August 27, 2025 and August 7, 2026.  

PROPOSED METHOD OF HEARING: The motion is to be heard on the date and time 

and in the manner to be determined by the Superior Court of Québec and the CCAA 

Court.  

THE GROUNDS FOR THE MOTION ARE: 

History of the Blais Class Action and Judgments 

1. The Blais Class Action was instituted in 1998 on behalf of individuals in Quebec who 

developed Lung Cancer, Throat Cancer or Emphysema as a result of smoking 

cigarettes manufactured by JTIM, Imperial Tobacco Canada Limited and RBH 

(collectively, the “Tobacco Companies”). 

2. By judgment dated May 27, 2015, rectified on June 9, 2015 (the “Riordan 
Judgment”), the Superior Court of Québec confirmed the Tobacco Companies’ 

liability and ordered that damages of approximately $15 billion be paid to Blais Class 

Members. The Riordan Judgment was the first time any court in the world had issued 

a judgment on a mass tort basis against the tobacco industry. 

3. The Tobacco Companies appealed the Riordan Judgment and on March 1, 2019, 

the Quebec Court of Appeal rendered a judgment that substantially upheld the 

Riordan Judgment (the “Appeal Judgment”).  
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The CCAA Proceedings and CCAA Plans 

4. Within a few days following the issuance of the Appeal Judgment, each of the 

Tobacco Companies filed for protection under the CCAA. 

5. The CCAA Court recognized that the CCAA Proceedings were initiated by the 

Tobacco Companies directly as a result of the litigation success achieved by the 

Quebec Class Action Plaintiffs. Similarly, the global settlement described hereafter 

could not have occurred but for the unprecedented success achieved in the Quebec 

Class Actions. 

6. After more than six years of proceedings pursuant to the CCAA, including a Court-

Appointed mediation process, the CCAA Court approved the CCAA Plans, which 

settled Affected Claims against the Tobacco Companies, including the claims of the 

Quebec Class Action Plaintiffs, for a Global Settlement Amount of $32.5 billion, to 

be paid by way of Upfront Contributions and Annual Contributions over time.  

7. Of the Global Settlement Amount, $4.25 billion was allocated to settle the claims of 

the Quebec Class Action Plaintiffs, with $4.119 billion being allocated to satisfy the 

claims of the Eligible Blais Class Members and $131 million being contributed by 

the Quebec Class Action Plaintiffs to a Cy-près Foundation to indirectly satisfy the 

claims of the Létourneau Class Members. 

8.  The CCAA Plans were implemented on August 29, 2025.   

The Quebec Administration Plan 

9. The Quebec Administration Plan sets out the claims process pursuant to which 

Eligible Blais Class Members may receive direct payments in respect of their claims 

in the Blais Class Action, as compromised by the CCAA Plans. 

10. The Quebec Administration Plan is governed by and construed in accordance with 

the laws of the Province of Quebec and the laws of Canada applicable therein. 
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11. The Quebec Administration Plan was designed to be an effective, streamlined, and 

non-adversarial process. 

12. The Quebec Administration Plan provides that Quebec Class Counsel will represent 

the interests of class members as a whole and will represent their interests in 

connection with the claims process. 

13. While the CCAA Plans provide in section 7.6 thereof that no Persons, other than 

Quebec Class Counsel and its agent may solicit Blais Class Members to assist with 

the preparation or submission of their Proofs of Claim under the Quebec 

Administration Plan, claimants were nevertheless free to consult with and obtain 

assistance from their own lawyers, if desired. Many did obtain such assistance.   

14. The Quebec Administration Plan also provides that Quebec Class Counsel may 

assist claimants to complete and submit their Proofs of Claim to the Claims 

Administrator and states that Raymond Chabot (through its subsidiary Proactio 

Services Inc.) (“Proactio” or the “QCAP Agent”) has been retained to assist Quebec 

Class Counsel in performing their duties. 

15. The scope of the QCAP Agent’s role is not defined in the Quebec Administration 

Plan or the CCAA Plans; however, the QCAP Detailed Information that was 

approved by the CCAA Court describes the role of the QCAP Agent as follows: 

The QCAP Agent can help you, free of charge, with: (a) answering 
questions and filling out the QCAP Claim Form based on information you 
provide; (b) commissioning your signature on the QCAP Claim Form; and 
(c) providing guidance on how to obtain the necessary information and 
documents for your claim. 

16. The QCAP Agent has fulfilled this role and well in excess thereof. 

17. Indeed, throughout the claims process, the QCAP Agent’s team of 150 agents, 

paralegals and notaries worked directly with approximately 76,000 claimants to help 

them assemble the strongest possible claims. This work included, without limitation: 

a. Explaining the process to them; 
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b. Verifying whether an Official Confirmation was available to make proof of 

diagnosis of a compensable disease; 

c. Directing claimants to Santé Québec to request medical records where proof 

of diagnosis could not be made by way of Official Confirmation; 

d. Reviewing their files to identify missing information or documentation;  

e. Requesting the missing information and documentation required from them to 

complete their claims, in most cases, on multiple occasions. This work was 

particularly complex as it related to ensuring that all required estate 

documentation was submitted, including as regards the identification of heirs; 

f. Reviewing medical documentation received from Santé Québec, and redacting 

highly sensitive personal information unrelated to the claimed medical 

diagnosis;  

g. Arranging to have claimants sign forms before a commissioner of oaths 

supplied by Proactio and, after that requirement was waived, sending 

completed files to claimants for their signature; and 

h. Submitting claims on behalf of claimants directly to the Claims Administrator.  

18. In addition to the direct assistance provided to claimants described above, Quebec 

Class Counsel and Proactio have also taken numerous steps to facilitate the claims 

process for claimants, directly and indirectly, including by: 

a. Developing a comprehensive bilingual website, www.recourstabac.ca, which 

contains detailed information about the Quebec Administration Plan and its 

requirements in an easy-to-understand format, including, for example, by way 

of frequently asked questions, videos designed to simplify some of the more 

complex issues, and a detailed guide on how to obtain the required documents. 

The content and design detail of this website was provided to the Claims 

Administrator and the PCC Agent free of charge, and was partially used by 

such parties as the basis for their Tobacco Claims Canada website; 

https://www.recourstabac.ca/
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b. Seeking and obtaining the Official Confirmations Order from the Quebec 

Superior Court, which enabled nearly half of all claimants to make proof of 

diagnosis of a compensable disease without requiring medical records; 

c. Seeking and obtaining from the two Courts the Extension of the Official 

Confirmations Order, which established a process with Santé Québec to 

facilitate access to medical records for claimants whose diagnosis could not 

be proved by way of an Official Confirmation; 

d. Preparing materials and hosting educational sessions to help medical 

archivists across the province respond to requests by claimants for medical 

records after the issuance of the Extension of the Official Confirmations Order;  

e. Communicating with the Quebec government to request an increase to their 

relevant budgets and human resources in an effort to increase the speed by 

which medical archivists could respond to the backlog of thousands of requests 

for medical records received as a result of the Quebec Administration Plan;  

f. Establishing contacts with the Directeur de l'état civil (Quebec), to simplify and 

expedite the process by which claimants could obtain death certificates and 

other civil-status documents required under the Quebec Administration Plan 

(e.g. birth certificates, marriage certificates) by way of an adapted form; 

g. Establishing contacts with the Chambre des notaires du Quebec and the 

Barreau du Québec, to assist Succession Claimants in obtaining will searches 

required under the Quebec Administration Plan;  

h. Establishing contacts with Revenu Québec to discuss the possibility of 

implementing a process by which such government agency could receive 

payment on behalf of estates and heirs, where a Succession Claim has been 

accepted, but issues relating to the status of the Succession Claimant or the 

identification of all heirs prevent the Claims Administrator from making a direct 

payment at the time of a distribution; and 
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i. Hiring, at its own cost, a public relations firm to ensure that an effective media 

campaign would reach potential Blais Class Members, over and above the 

notice plan designed by the Claims Administrator. As part of this media 

campaign, Quebec Class Counsel gave multiple interviews with many 

journalists at each major phase of the claims process to ensure that the public 

remained fully informed of the requirements of the Quebec Administration Plan 

and the deadlines.  

19. While Proactio could not and did not make any decisions on the eligibility of claims, 

it has performed much of the same work that the Claims Administrator is required to 

perform under the Quebec Administration Plan in an effort to make the process more 

efficient for claimants and the Claims Administrator. For example: 

a. under the Quebec Administration Plan, including the claims review checklists 

that are annexed thereto, the Claims Administrator is supposed to contact 

claimants to complete their claims when information or documents are missing, 

either by contacting claimants directly, or by issuing a Notice of Incomplete 

Claim. However, in practice, Proactio has reviewed all claimant files for 

completeness, notified claimants of what information and documents were still 

required to complete their submissions based on its analysis, and has 

therefore provided claimants the opportunity to complete and correct their 

claims prior to submission to the Claims Administrator for determination, 

sometimes on multiple occasions; and 

b. the Quebec Administration Plan provides that if proof of diagnosis cannot be 

made by Official Confirmation, the Claims Administrator is to issue a Notice to 

Provide Alternative Proof to the claimant to submit medical records. However, 

since Proactio has confirmed to the Claims Administrator whether a claim is 

supported by an Official Confirmation, it has also directly notified claimants 

whose proof could not be made by Official Confirmation to request the required 

medical records from Santé Québec, in order for such claims to be submitted 

with the required medical documentation where possible. 
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20. In addition to assisting claimants under the Quebec Administration Plan, because of 

the notoriety of the Quebec Class Actions, many Quebecers contacted the QCAP 

Agent for assistance, even though their claims fell outside of the QCAP 

compensation period. In addition to the approximately 76,000 claims filed through 

the QCAP Agent, I am advised by Proactio that the QCAP Agent also reviewed: 

a. files that were transferred to the PCC Agent (approximately 2,500 files) 

because the Official Confirmations revealed a claim arising within the PCC 

claim period (between March 8, 2015 and March 8, 2019) and not within the 

QCAP period (before March 12, 2012);   

b. files where the registrant did not provide sufficient information to determine 

whether they had a claim under either compensation plan and failed to respond 

to requests from the QCAP Agent to complete their file (approximately 20,000 

files); and 

c. files where it was clear to the QCAP Agent that the claimant was not asserting 

a valid claim, for example, where the Tobacco-Victim died before November 

1998 or where an insufficient smoking history was claimed (approximately 

11,000 files). 

The QCAP Filed Claims  

21. According to the information provided by the Claims Administrator, the aggregate 

number of Tobacco-Victim Claims and Succession Claims filed in the Quebec 

Administration Plan by the Claims Application Deadline that have not been identified 

as having a medium to high indicia of fraud is 85,273 (the “QCAP Filed Claims”).  

22. The majority of the QCAP Filed Claims were filed with the active assistance of the 

QCAP Agent (approximately 76,000), and the balance were filed directly with the 

Claims Administrator either through its website or by way of a paper claim form as 

provided for by the Quebec Administration Plan.  
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23. Every single claimant who requested assistance from the QCAP Agent received 

assistance. In particular, claimants were given detailed explanations by Proactio of 

what they needed to provide in order to complete their claims. 

24. In respect of the claims filed directly by the QCAP Agent, as of the date hereof, there 

are approximately 39,000 claims that are complete and ready for review, or 

imminently ready for review pending receipt of the claimant’s signature, by the 

Claims Administrator. These include: 

a. Approximately 32,000 claims (Category A) that should, in Quebec Class 

Counsel’s view, be accepted by the Claims Administrator; and 

b. Approximately 7,000 claims (Category B) that, in Quebec Class Counsel’s 

view, do not appear to meet the criteria for compensation, for reasons such as 

the diagnosis falls outside of the period covered by the Quebec Administration 

Plan, the available medical records do not indicate that the COPD diagnosis 

was stage III or IV during the relevant period, the cancer diagnosis was not a 

primary cancer, or medical records could not be located to support the claim.  

25. The remaining 37,000 claims submitted by the QCAP Agent are in some state of 

incompleteness, as claimants are still missing various documents to complete their 

claims, despite multiple requests made to them by the QCAP Agent to provide them.  

These include: 

a. Approximately 17,000 claims (Category C) that are almost exclusively 

succession claims that, in Quebec Class Counsel’s view, meet the diagnostic 

criteria for compensation, in that there exists an Official Confirmation or 

medical records that support the claimed diagnosis, but the claims are 

incomplete due to missing estate or other documentation. In Quebec Class 

Counsel’s view, these claims should all be accepted by the Claims 

Administrator, and the only remaining issue for determination will be whether 

the Compensation Payment should be made to the Estate of the deceased 

Tobacco-Victim or to the heirs directly; and 
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b. Approximately 20,000 claims (Category D) in respect of which the claimant is 

still awaiting medical records from Santé Québec or other documentation to 

prove the diagnosis of the Tobacco-Victim with a Compensable Disease during 

the relevant period. Some of these records may ultimately need to be sent 

directly by Santé Québec to the Claims Administrator. 

Fraudulent Claims 

26. On September 1, 2026, Quebec Class Counsel were informed that during the last 

three (3) days preceding the Claims Application Deadline, Epiq had received more 

than 50,000 potentially fraudulent claims relating to both the Quebec Administration 

Plan and the PCC Compensation Plan in Quebec. 

27. On September 8, 2026, Epiq provided the QCAP Agent with a list of these potentially 

fraudulent claims received in connection with the Quebec Administration Plan, which 

totalled 27,746 claims. 

28. Epiq conducted an analysis of these claims and prepared a confidential report 

thereon (the “Fraud Report”). 

29. The Fraud Report revealed that 26,038 of the subject claims made in the Quebec 

Administration Plan, or 93.84% thereof, contained a medium or high indicia of fraud, 

including: 

a. Fast submission time by the party submitting the claim (less than 300 

seconds), which affected 26,035 or 93.83% of these claims; 

b. No email history, which affected 26,287 or 94.74% of these claims; and  

c. The email domain, Hotmail.com, which affected 26,145 or 94.23% of these 

claims.  

30. Epiq recommended that the medium and high-risk claims not advance for further 

processing and be rejected, while the low and no risk claims be reviewed according 

to their standard claims processing procedures. Accordingly, the medium and high-
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risk claims have not been included in the calculation of QCAP Filed Claims, while 

the low and no risk claims have been included in such figure. 

31. Epiq has further advised that all of the medium and high-risk claims will be issued a 

Notice of Rejection of Claim imminently.  

32. In addition to the indicia of fraud identified by Epiq in respect of these claims, there 

has been additional clear evidence of fraud noted by the QCAP Agent and Quebec 

Class Counsel in connection therewith: 

a. All of these claims were filed directly with Epiq, even though more than 90% of 

claims during the claims period were filed using the services of the QCAP 

Agent.  

b. Of these 27,746 claims identified by Epiq, 26,101 purport to relate to 

individuals who are still alive. This would mean that significantly more living 

victims filed claims with Epiq at the last minute than filed with the QCAP Agent 

throughout the entire claims period (or registered with Quebec Class Counsel 

beforehand). It is not possible that this number of living claimants (especially 

the more than 17,000 claims asserting a diagnosis of Lung Cancer or Throat 

Cancer before March 12, 2012) could be alive today; and 

c. Most of the health insurance numbers (“NAMs”) given in support of these 

clearly fraudulent claims and attributed to female claimants are incorrect on 

their face, as NAMs assigned to females contain a unique identification code. 

Fewer than 1% of these 27,746 claims contain that code. In other words, 

according to the information contained in these claims, approximately 99% of 

the 27,746 claimants would have to be male, a statistical impossibility. 

Work to Complete the Incomplete Claims after the Claims Application Deadline and 
the Plan Going Forward  

33. As appears from the foregoing, at the present time, the Category C and D claims 

are incomplete. Most of these claims are Succession Claims.  
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34. The QCAP Agent intends to transfer all Category C and D claims to the Claims

Administrator in as complete a form as possible before the end of 2026 (i.e. four (4)

months after the Claims Application Deadline).

35. Prior to the Claims Application Deadline, all claimants assisted by the QCAP Agent

were notified by Proactio as to what was still missing from their claims and were

further advised that:

a. they had until October 18, 2026, to submit additional succession documents to

the QCAP Agent to be included in the QCAP Agent’s submission to the Claims

Administrator on their behalf, after which time, documents would need to be

submitted by them directly to the Claims Administrator; and

b. the QCAP Agent would continue to receive medical records from Santé

Québec for claimants until November 30, 2026, after which time these records

will be submitted by Santé Québec directly to the Claims Administrator, as

authorized in the Extension of the Official Confirmations Order.

36. Representatives of the Directeur de l'état civil, the Chambre des notaires du Québec

and the Barreau du Québec confirmed to Quebec Class Counsel on a Teams call

on July 7, 2026 that all documents requested as at the Claims Application Deadline

(August 31, 2026) could be provided well in advance of the October 18, 2026

timeline.

37. Even if the complete estate documentation is not finalized by the claimant, the only

consequence thereof should be that the Compensation Payment will be made to the

Estate of the deceased Tobacco-Victim, care of the Succession Claimant in

accordance with Section 38.7 of the Quebec Administration Plan, or in any other

manner that may hereafter be determined by the Courts.

38. In respect of Category D claims, the QCAP Agent has advised all claimants that

medical records are required to complete their claim and provided instructions to

them on how to make a request in this regard to Santé Québec.
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39. Based on when newsletters were sent to claimants instructing them to request 

medical records, and having regard to the backlog of requests, Quebec Class 

Counsel expect that most requested medical records will be received from Santé 

Québec before the end of December 2026. Accordingly, even though some 

Category D claims will be transferred to the Claims Administrator prior to the receipt 

of medical records from Santé Québec, such records will nevertheless be provided 

directly to the Claims Administrator well in advance of the Claims Administrator 

making a determination on such claim. For example, even if the medical records are 

not received by the Claims Administrator before the Claims Administrator reviews 

the file, the claimant will be issued a Notice to Provide Alternative Proof, which will 

result in the claimant being granted an additional 120 days to provide proof of 

diagnosis. 

40. To the extent that any claims may still be incomplete at year end 2026 when the 

QCAP Agent transfers them to the Claims Administrator and, as provided for in the 

Quebec Administration Plan, the Claims Administrator will need to issue a Notice of 

Incomplete Claim or Notice to Provide Alternative Proof to such claimants, with the 

resulting legal consequence for the claimant if they do not respond within the 

required deadlines, which may be the rejection of their claim or a decision to pay the 

claim to the Estate of the deceased Tobacco-Victim, rather than to the heirs directly.  

41. Although Proactio will cease to transmit claim documentation to the Claims 

Administrator after the final transfer of the Category C and D claim files, Proactio 

will nevertheless continue in a different role to assist Quebec Class Counsel in 

fulfilling their duties to Blais Class Members. This will include ensuring that claimants 

have access to resources in order to assist them in responding to notices that may 

be received from the Claims Administrator and providing guidance as to how to 

obtain the documentation that may be required in order to complete their claims. In 

this regard, the www.recourstabac.ca website, call centre and email address will 

remain active and Quebec Class Counsel will remain in place until the end of the 

claims process (a team of at least 5 lawyers) in order to assist with issues that arise 

on a class-wide basis in accordance with their duties.  

http://www.recourstabac.ca/
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The QCAP Trust Accounts 

42. Based on information provided to Quebec Class Counsel by the CCAA Plan 

Administrators, as at September 30, 2026, the total amount held in the QCAP Trust 

Accounts was approximately $2.953 billion. The QCAP Trust Accounts earn interest, 

which in August 2026 accrued at the blended rate of approximately 2.54% per 

annum. At this rate, the September 30, 2026 balance in the QCAP Trust Accounts 

would generate approximately $205,000 per day in interest income, an amount that 

exceeds the budgeted administration costs of the Claims Administrator.  

43. There is an additional $250 million still due to the QCAP Trust Accounts in order to 

fully fund the QCAP Settlement Amount, which will be paid from either the Year 1 

(2025) Allocation, or a combination of the Year 1 and Year 2 (2026) Allocations. 

Consequently, the total amount available to satisfy claims under the Quebec 

Administration Plan will be at least $3.203 billion, exclusive of interest.  

44. If all of the QCAP Filed Claims were accepted by the Claims Administrator, which is 

an impossibility, the total theoretical maximum amount required to satisfy such 

claims, based on the highest Compensation Payment amount to which the claimants 

could be entitled, is $6.025 billion as outlined in the table below prepared with 

information supplied by the Claims Administrator (the “QCAP Filed Claims 
Summary”): 

QCAP Filed Claims by Claim Type: 

Claim Type  Total Claimants Theoretical Total ($) 
Tobacco Victim 24,598 $1,234,420,000 

Succession 60,675 $4,790,696,000 
Total: 85,273 $6,025,116,000 

 
QCAP Filed Claims by Diagnosis:  

Claim Type  Lung 
Cancer 

Lung Cancer 
($) 

Throat 
Cancer Throat Cancer ($) Emphysema-

COPD III and IV 
Emphysema-

COPD III and IV 
($) 

Tobacco 
Victim 

                    
 5,025 $494,440,000    1,794 $175,240,000 

                           
   17,779 $564,740,000 

Succession 
                    

38,405 $3,823,920,000   4,284 $426,560,000 
                           

   17,986 $540,216,000 

Total: 
                    

43,430 $4,318,360,000  6,078 $601,800,000 
                           

   35,765 $1,104,956,000 
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45. It should be noted that a number of the incomplete claims do not designate a 

particular diagnosis or when the Tobacco-Victim began smoking (this determines 

whether the compensation is at 100% or 80%), and the above table assumes that 

all of those incomplete claims are cancer claims entitled to the highest 

compensation, which would certainly not be the case. 

46. Based on the funds available in and committed to the QCAP Trust Accounts and the 

theoretical maximum amount required if every single QCAP Filed Claim were 

accepted, which will not be the case for the reasons mentioned above, more than 

sufficient funds are available to make an interim distribution in respect of every 

QCAP Filed Claim equal to 50% of the maximum Compensation Payment applicable 

to that claim, while preserving a buffer of approximately $190 million, without taking 

into account interest earned on the undistributed funds.  

47. This calculation also does not take into account the material number of claims that 

will ultimately be rejected or accepted at a lower value by the Claims Administrator 

and the actual buffer is likely hundreds of millions of dollars more than the buffer 

referenced in the preceding paragraph and more than amply sufficient to cover 

unforeseen costs associated with the administration. 

The Absolute Need for Interim Distributions 

48. Although the Quebec Administration Plan foresees one distribution upon the 

completion of the processing of the QCAP Filed Claims, Quebec Class Counsel 

seek the Order requested herein in the interests of fairness and equity to Eligible 

Blais Class Members who have been waiting far too long for justice to be served 

and for their rightful compensation.  

49. The Superior Court of Québec and the CCAA Court jointly have jurisdiction pursuant 

to section 7.1 of the Quebec Administration Plan to hear and determine matters 



18 
 

 
 

relating to the interpretation, administration and ongoing supervision of the Quebec 

Administration Plan, including requests to make changes, modifications or revisions 

thereto. 

50. It has now been more than 7 years since the Tobacco Companies filed for CCAA 

Court protection, 11 years since the Riordan Judgment was rendered, and 28 years 

since the Blais Class Action was first initiated in 1998. 

51. As explained to the CCAA Court throughout the CCAA Proceedings, given the 

excessive delays in this file, many Blais Class Members have unfortunately died 

while waiting to receive compensation.  By way of example, the Designated Class 

Member, Jean-Yves Blais died during the trial before Justice Riordan, and his 

widow, Lise Blais sadly died in September 2026, still waiting for her distribution from 

the Quebec Administration Plan as heir to her late husband.  

52. Indeed, the vast majority of claimants in the Quebec Administration Plan are 

Succession Claimants, and many are even heirs of the original heirs of deceased 

Tobacco-Victims, who have unfortunately also died due to the excessive passage 

of time.  

53. As at October 15, 2026, 10,710 claims have been “accepted” by the Claims 

Administrator within the meaning of Section 26.7 of the Quebec Administration Plan. 

Of these accepted claims, approximately 2,969 relate to claims of living Tobacco-

Victims. Without an interim distribution, it is an unfortunate reality that a number of 

these individuals will not be alive to receive their compensation. 

54. Despite the best efforts of the Claims Administrator and the QCAP Agent, the claims 

process is unlikely to be fully completed within the next year given the number and 

complexity of the remaining claims, the outstanding medical and succession 

documentation, the review and redaction work required, and the additional periods 

available under the Quebec Administration Plan for claimants to complete or seek 

review of their claims, if rejected. More particularly, the QCAP Agent will be helping 

claimants complete and file their claims until the end of December 2026, Santé 
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Québec will continue to respond to requests for medical information to clear the 

current backlog, and, after such time, the claims will need to be reviewed by the 

Claims Administrator, then claimants will be given 60 days if the claim is incomplete, 

120 days if a Notice to Provide Alternative Proof is issued, and then an additional 

60 days for a Request for Review. 

55. It is in the interests of justice for Eligible Blais Class Members to now begin receiving 

meaningful payments. 

56. Given that entitlement to compensation is established once a claim is accepted, 

accepted claimants should be paid compensation before the determination of all 

remaining claims. 

57. In the circumstances, an interim distribution of 50% of the maximum Compensation 

Payment amount due to accepted claimants may be made without affecting the 

continued processing of the remaining claims and would not negatively impact the 

claims process, other than through minimal additional administrative costs 

associated with an additional distribution. 

58. Quebec Class Counsel and the QCAP Agent have been contacted by numerous 

claimants over the years, and particularly as the August 31, 2026 Claims Application 

Deadline approached, enquiring when the Compensation Payments will finally be 

made to them. These claimants are deeply frustrated and disillusioned when 

advised that the timing of payment still remains unknown.  

59. Requiring Eligible Blais Class Members to wait until all remaining claims have been 

processed, supplemented, reviewed and adjudicated serves no substantive purpose 

where sufficient funds are available to make a meaningful interim distribution while 

preserving an appropriate reserve. 

60. Accordingly, the present Motion is brought to ensure that Eligible Blais Class 

Members with accepted claims receive meaningful compensation as soon as 

reasonably possible, rather than being required to wait for the completion of the 

entire claims process. 



20 
 

 
 

61. Because Quebec Class Counsel and Proactio prioritized the claims of living 

claimants and, to the extent possible, filed their claims with the Claims Administrator 

earlier on in the claims process, the interim payment will ensure that many living 

claimants can now begin to receive compensation.  

62. No person will be prejudiced by the orders sought herein, as only accepted claims 

will receive interim distributions, and sufficient funds will remain available to ensure 

that all Eligible Blais Class Members with accepted claims will receive at least an 

equivalent share of their Compensation Payments ultimately determined to be 

payable under the Quebec Administration Plan. 

63. The Claims Administrator possesses the operational capability and experience 

required to implement an interim distribution in accordance with the order requested 

herein and doing so would not impede the continued processing of claims. The 

Claims Administrator has further advised that it would be reasonable to make the 

initial interim distributions within 30 days following the judgment to intervene and to 

make subsequent interim distributions monthly thereafter. 

64. The Claims Administrator has also recommended that payments be made by 

cheque only, as payment by cheque represents the simplest, most efficient and most 

cost-effective method of remitting interim distributions to accepted claimants. 

Banking information was not collected as part of the claims process, and 

implementing an electronic payment system would introduce additional complexity, 

cost and delay. 

Requirement of leave from the Superior Court of Québec to commence legal 
proceedings 

65. The present request for an interim distribution has been made, as described above, 

to ensure that the victims of the Tobacco Companies’ deceptive practices receive at 

least a meaningful portion of their rightful compensation during their lifetimes.  

66. Given the large number of claimants, the number of persons to whom Compensation 

Payments may ultimately be made, including heirs, and the fact that some claimants 
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may be dissatisfied with decisions relating to claim determination, compensation or 

distributions, it is possible that claims or legal proceedings could be asserted against 

the persons or entities involved in implementing the Quebec Administration Plan 

and the interim distribution process.   

67. Requiring prior leave of the Superior Court of Québec before any legal proceeding 

may be commenced against the QCAP Agent, Quebec Class Counsel and/or the 

Claims Administrator is an appropriate and reasonable safeguard to protect these 

parties from unwarranted litigation while preserving the ability of any person with a 

genuine grievance to seek relief from the Courts.   

68. The requested leave requirement is fully consistent with the relief already granted 

by the Courts in the Extension of the Official Confirmations Order.   

THE FOLLOWING will be used in support of the Motion:  

69. The Affidavit of André Lespérance sworn October 23, 2026; 

70. The Affidavit of Martin Blais sworn October 19, 2026; 

71. The Affidavit of Colette Savard sworn October 19, 2026;   

72. The Quebec Administration Plan and the CCAA Plans; and  

73. Such further and other materials as counsel may advise and these Honourable 

Courts may permit. 
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I, André Lespérance, of the City of Montreal, in the Province of Quebec, domiciled for the 
purposes hereof at 750 Côte de la Place d’Armes, Bureau 90, Montreal, Quebec, 
H2Y 2X8, MAKE OATH AND SAY: 
 
1. I was a partner at Trudel Johnston & Lespérance (“TJL”), which is one of the four 

law firms (the “Quebec Class Counsel”) representing the class representatives (the 
“Quebec Class Action Plaintiffs” or “QCAPs”) in two class action lawsuits1 against 
JTI-MacDonald Corp. (“JTIM”), Imperial Tobacco Canada Ltd. (“Imperial” or “ITL”) 
and Rothmans, Benson & Hedges Inc. (“RBH”) (collectively the “Tobacco 
Companies”) and in the context of the present proceedings (the “CCAA 
Proceedings”) under the Companies’ Creditors Arrangement Act, RSC 1985, c C-
36, as amended (the “CCAA”) before the Ontario Superior Court of Justice 
(Commercial List) in Toronto (the “CCAA Court”). 

2. Unless otherwise defined herein, all defined terms used in this Affidavit have the 
meanings ascribed to them in the Fourth Amended and Restated Court-Appointed 
Mediator’s and Monitors’ CCAA Plan of Compromise and Arrangement dated 
August 27, 2025, in respect of each of the Applicants in these CCAA Proceedings, 
as thereafter amended (each a “CCAA Plan” and collectively the “CCAA Plans”). 

3. Throughout my 43 years of practice, I have had extensive experience in plaintiff-
side class action work and in claims processes. I was one of the lead Quebec Class 
Counsel in the Quebec Class Actions for the 253-day trial before the Quebec 
Superior Court, the proceedings before the Court of Appeal of Quebec and in the 
CCAA Proceedings, including the mediation process before the Court-Appointed 
Mediator. As of today, I have worked well over 30,000 hours in this file.     

4. Although I retired from the TJL partnership in December 2025, I have remained 
actively involved in assisting Quebec Class Counsel with the ongoing administration 
of the Quebec Administration Plan. In particular, I continue to work with Quebec 
Class Counsel to oversee the work being performed by Proactio Services Inc. 
(“Proactio” or the “QCAP Agent”), to communicate and cooperate with the Claims 
Administrator, and to otherwise assist Quebec Class Counsel in fulfilling their duties 
and responsibilities to the Blais Class Members under the CCAA Plans. Regularly 
throughout the claims process, and recently on at least a weekly basis, I have 

 
1 The "Quebec Class Actions" comprising (i) Cecilia Létourneau et al. v. Imperial Tobacco Canada Ltd., 
et al. (500-06-000070-983, the "Létourneau Class Action") and (ii) Jean-Yves Blais and the Conseil 
québécois sur le tabac v. Imperial Tobacco Canada Ltd., et al. (500-06-000076-980, the "Blais Class 
Action"). 
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received calls and communications from class members to personally help them 
navigate challenging issues arising from the claims process.  

5. This Affidavit is sworn in support of the Motion of the Quebec Class Action Plaintiffs 
for an Interim Distribution Order (the “Motion”).  

6. Except where otherwise indicated, the facts set out in this Affidavit are within my 
personal knowledge. Where I rely on information provided to me by others, I identify 
the source of that information and believe it to be true. 

7. The purpose of this Affidavit is to provide the factual basis for the relief sought in the 
Motion, including why an interim distribution is necessary and appropriate in the 
interests of fairness to Eligible Blais Class Members who are awaiting their rightful 
compensation. In particular, this Affidavit provides: 

a. a brief history of the Quebec Class Actions; 

b. a brief history of the CCAA Proceedings that led to the Quebec 
Administration Plan; 

c. an explanation of the Quebec Administration Plan and work performed by 
Quebec Class Counsel and the QCAP Agent to assist class members, 
including to streamline the process and ensure claims would be submitted 
in as complete a manner as possible for review and determination by Epiq 
Class Actions Services Canada, Inc. (“Epiq” or the “Claims 
Administrator”), in its role as the Claims Administrator; 

d. an outline of the claims filed under the Quebec Administration Plan, 
including the status of the claims filed with the assistance of the QCAP 
Agent; 

e. an explanation as to why certain claims remain incomplete following the 
Claims Application Deadline, the work being done to assist class members 
in completing their claims; 

f. an explanation of the methodology used to determine the interim amount 
being requested in the Motion;  

g. an explanation as to why an interim distribution is necessary and 
appropriate and clearly in the interests of Eligible Blais Class Members; and  

h. an explanation of the request for an order requiring leave of the Superior 
Court of Québec before any Person may commence legal proceedings 
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arising from the administration or implementation of the Quebec 
Administration Plan or any interim or final distributions. 

History of the Blais Class Action and Judgments 

8. The Blais Class Action was instituted in 1998 on behalf of individuals in Quebec who 
developed Lung Cancer, Throat Cancer or Emphysema as a result of smoking 
cigarettes manufactured by the Tobacco Companies.  

9. By judgment dated May 27, 2015, rectified on June 9, 2015 (the “Riordan 
Judgment”), the Superior Court of Québec confirmed the Tobacco Companies’ 
liability and ordered that damages of approximately $15 billion be paid to Blais Class 
Members. The Riordan Judgment was the first time any court in the world had issued 
a judgment on a mass tort basis against the tobacco industry. 

10. The Tobacco Companies appealed the Riordan Judgment and on March 1, 2019, 
the Quebec Court of Appeal rendered a judgment that substantially upheld the 
Riordan Judgment (the “Appeal Judgment”).  

The CCAA Proceedings and CCAA Plans 

11. Within a few days following the issuance of the Appeal Judgment, each of the 
Tobacco Companies filed for protection under the CCAA. 

12. The CCAA Court recognized that the CCAA Proceedings were initiated by the 
Tobacco Companies directly as a result of the litigation success achieved by the 
Quebec Class Action Plaintiffs. Similarly, the global settlement described hereafter 
could not have occurred but for the unprecedented success achieved in the Quebec 
Class Actions. 

13. After more than six years of proceedings pursuant to the CCAA, including a Court-
Appointed mediation process, the CCAA Court approved the CCAA Plans, which 
settled Affected Claims against the Tobacco Companies, including the claims of the 
Quebec Class Action Plaintiffs, for a Global Settlement Amount of $32.5 billion, to 
be paid by way of Upfront Contributions and Annual Contributions over time.  

14. Of the Global Settlement Amount, $4.25 billion was allocated to settle the claims of 
the Quebec Class Action Plaintiffs, with $4.119 billion being allocated to satisfy the 
claims of the Eligible Blais Class Members and $131 million being contributed by 
the Quebec Class Action Plaintiffs to a Cy-près Foundation to indirectly satisfy the 
claims of the Létourneau Class Members. 

15.  The CCAA Plans were implemented on August 29, 2025.   
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The Quebec Administration Plan 

16. The Quebec Administration Plan sets out the claims process pursuant to which 
Eligible Blais Class Members may receive direct payments in respect of their claims 
in the Blais Class Action, as compromised by the CCAA Plans. 

17. The Quebec Administration Plan is governed by and construed in accordance with 
the laws of the Province of Quebec and the laws of Canada applicable therein. 

18. The Quebec Administration Plan was designed to be an effective, streamlined, and 
non-adversarial process. 

19. The Quebec Administration Plan provides that Quebec Class Counsel will represent 
the interests of class members as a whole and will represent their interests in 
connection with the claims process. 

20. While the CCAA Plans provide in section 7.6 thereof that no Persons, other than 
Quebec Class Counsel and its agent may solicit Blais Class Members to assist with 
the preparation or submission of their Proofs of Claim under the Quebec 
Administration Plan, claimants were nevertheless free to consult with and obtain 
assistance from their own lawyers, if desired. Based on communications with 
lawyers representing claimants, I am aware that many did obtain such assistance.   

21. The Quebec Administration Plan also provides that Quebec Class Counsel may 
assist claimants to complete and submit their Proofs of Claim to the Claims 
Administrator and states that Raymond Chabot (through its subsidiary Proactio) has 
been retained to assist Quebec Class Counsel in performing their duties. 

22. The scope of the QCAP Agent’s role is not defined in the Quebec Administration 
Plan or in the CCAA Plans; however, the QCAP Detailed Information that was 
approved by the CCAA Court describes the role of the QCAP Agent as follows: 

The QCAP Agent can help you, free of charge, with: (a) answering 
questions and filling out the QCAP Claim Form based on information you 
provide; (b) commissioning your signature on the QCAP Claim Form; and 
(c) providing guidance on how to obtain the necessary information and 
documents for your claim. 

23. The QCAP Agent has fulfilled this role and well in excess thereof. 

24. Indeed, throughout the claims process, I am advised by Proactio that its team of 150 
agents, paralegals and notaries worked directly with approximately 76,000 
claimants to help them assemble the strongest possible claims. This work included, 
without limitation: 



6 
 

 
 

a. Explaining the process to them; 

b. Verifying whether an Official Confirmation was available to make proof of 
diagnosis of a compensable disease; 

c. Directing claimants to Santé Québec to request medical records where proof 
of diagnosis could not be made by way of Official Confirmation; 

d. Reviewing their files to identify missing information or documentation;  

e. Requesting the missing information and documentation required from them to 
complete their claims, in most cases, on multiple occasions. This work was 
particularly complex as it related to ensuring that all required estate 
documentation was submitted, including as regards the identification of heirs; 

f. Reviewing medical documentation received from Santé Québec, and redacting 
highly sensitive personal information unrelated to the claimed medical 
diagnosis;  

g. Arranging to have claimants sign forms before a commissioner of oaths 
supplied by Proactio and, after that requirement was waived, sending 
completed files to claimants for their signature; and 

h. Submitting claims on behalf of claimants directly to the Claims Administrator.  

25. In addition to the direct assistance provided to claimants described above, Quebec 
Class Counsel and Proactio have also taken numerous steps to facilitate the claims 
process for claimants, directly and indirectly, including by: 

a. Developing a comprehensive bilingual website, www.recourstabac.ca, which 
contains detailed information about the Quebec Administration Plan and its 
requirements in an easy-to-understand format, including, for example, by way 
of frequently asked questions, videos designed to simplify some of the more 
complex issues, and a detailed guide on how to obtain the required documents. 
The content and design detail of this website was provided to the Claims 
Administrator and the PCC Agent free of charge and was partially used by 
such parties as the basis for their Tobacco Claims Canada website.  

b. Seeking and obtaining the Official Confirmations Order from the Quebec 
Superior Court, which enabled nearly half of all claimants to make proof of 
diagnosis of a compensable disease without requiring medical records, a copy 
of which is communicated herewith as Exhibit A. The Official Confirmations 
Order authorized the MSSS and RAMQ to extract information from the Quebec 

https://www.recourstabac.ca/
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Cancer Registry, MED-ÉCHO and related government databases and provide 
such information in list form to the QCAP Agent and the PCC Agent in order to 
produce Official Confirmations of diagnoses of compensable tobacco-related 
diseases for claimants in their respective compensation plans. The Quebec 
Administration Plan specifically provides that proof of disease may be 
established by way of an Official Confirmation. This mechanism was intended 
to simplify the claims process for claimants and to avoid placing a huge burden 
on the Quebec healthcare system that would likely have resulted if more than 
86,000 claimants had been required to obtain their medical records at the 
same time, a concern that had been specifically raised with Quebec Class 
Counsel by the Quebec government. The Official Confirmations Order allowed 
proof of diagnosis in support of approximately half of claims filed in the Quebec 
Administration Plan to be established by way of an Official Confirmation. The 
other half of Claimants, however, still required medical records to establish 
proof of diagnosis, particularly in respect of claims related to Emphysema and 
COPD Gold Grade III or IV, for which the available registries are not as 
comprehensive; 

c. Seeking and obtaining from the two Courts the Extension of the Official 
Confirmations Order, which established a process with Santé Québec to 
facilitate access to medical records for claimants whose diagnosis could not 
be proved by way of an Official Confirmation,2 copies of which are 
communicated herewith as Exhibit B. Since the QCAP Agent was responsible 
for verifying and submitting Official Confirmations to the Claims Administrator, 
it was able to identify which claimants would require Alternative Proof to 
support their claims and request that such claimants provide medical records 
in support of their claim. When records began being received by the QCAP 
Agent, two issues became evident. First, many claimants did not understand 
what records would be required to make proof of their diagnosis and were not 
properly conveying the request to the medical archivists at their healthcare 
institutions. Second, the delays to obtain medical records, in particular for 
Succession Claimants who first needed to prove their succession status, would 
be a challenge in view of the volume of claims and the already overloaded 
Quebec healthcare system. The Extension of the Official Confirmations Order 
was sought and obtained through a collaboration between Quebec Class 
Counsel and Santé Québec to address these issues. The order extended the 

 
2 The number of claimants requiring medical records to make proof of diagnosis was much higher than 
expected, due primarily to the exceptionally high take-up rate for Emphysema/COPD claimants. In fact, the 
total number of such claimants was 35,765, whereas the Riordan Judgment estimated only 20,316 
members, representing a take-up rate of approximately 176%.  
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Official Confirmations framework by authorizing Santé Québec institutions to 
provide relevant medical records directly to the QCAP Agent, the PCC Agent 
or the Claims Administrator, without requiring hospitals to first determine 
heirship status, which would instead be established by the Official Agents 
and/or the Claims Administrator, as applicable. The order also provided 
medical archivists with a clear framework regarding the records to be 
produced.  

d. Preparing materials and hosting educational sessions to help medical 
archivists respond to requests by claimants for medical records from after the 
issuance of the Extension of the Official Confirmations Order. In particular, the 
QCAP Agent and Santé Québec collaborated to develop a form which has 
been used by tens of thousands of claimants in the Quebec Administration 
Plan and the PCC Compensation Plan when requesting medical records in 
Quebec.  Each of the QCAP Agent, PCC Agent and Claims Administrator 
established a secure portal through which medical records requested via the 
form are communicated to them and added to the relevant claimant files. A 
guide was also prepared to assist medical archivists to understand the plan 
and what was required to be produced as proof, to better enable them to 
respond to requests. Finally, we held regular sessions with between 60 and 
120 medical archivists from approximately 30 healthcare institutions across the 
province on a monthly basis, to explain to them the requirements of the 
Quebec Administration Plan and the PCC Compensation Plan and to answer 
questions that arose in the course of responding to the thousands of requests 
for records received. I gave my personal phone number to the medical 
archivists so that I could help them with specific and urgent requests in a timely 
manner. 

e. Communicating with the Quebec government to request an increase to their 
relevant budgets and human resources in an effort to increase the speed by 
which medical archivists could respond to the backlog of thousands of requests 
for medical records received as a result of the Quebec Administration Plan. 
This request arose because Santé Québec had insufficient resources to 
respond to the volume of requests received in the timeframe required by law 
(30 days), in addition to their regular workload resulting from requests for 
medical records in the normal course, which were naturally prioritized over 
providing records for the purpose of asserting a claim in the Quebec 
Administration Plan.  

f. Establishing contacts with the Directeur de l'état civil (Quebec), to simplify and 
expedite the process by which claimants could obtain death certificates and 
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other civil-status documents required under the Quebec Administration Plan 
(e.g. birth certificates, marriage certificates) by way of an adapted form; 

g. Establishing contacts with the Chambre des notaires du Quebec and the 
Barreau du Québec, to assist Succession Claimants in obtaining will searches 
required under the Quebec Administration Plan;  

h. Establishing contacts with Revenu Québec to discuss the possibility of 
implementing a process by which such government agency could receive 
payment on behalf of estates and heirs, where a Succession Claim has been 
accepted, but issues relating to the status of the Succession Claimant or the 
identification of all heirs prevent the Claims Administrator from making a direct 
payment at the time of a distribution; and 

i. Hiring, at Quebec Class Counsel’s own cost, a public relations firm to ensure 
that an effective media campaign would reach potential Blais Class Members, 
over and above the notice plan designed by the Claims Administrator. As part 
of this media campaign, Quebec Class Counsel gave multiple interviews with 
many journalists at each major phase of the claims process to ensure that the 
public remained fully informed of the requirements of the Quebec 
Administration Plan and the deadlines. I am advised by the public relations firm 
that this campaign resulted in at least 118 media mentions logged across print, 
radio and television, generating an estimated total reach of 37,813,600 
impressions.  In my view, these efforts were an important contributing factor to 
the high take-up rate achieved in the file, which is indicative of the success of 
the access to justice objective of class actions in Quebec. 

26. While Proactio could not and did not make any decisions on the eligibility of claims, 
it has performed much of the same work that the Claims Administrator is required to 
perform under the Quebec Administration Plan in an effort to make the process more 
efficient for claimants and the Claims Administrator. For example: 

a. under the Quebec Administration Plan, including the claims review checklists 
that are annexed thereto, the Claims Administrator is supposed to contact 
claimants to complete their claims when information or documents are missing, 
either by contacting claimants directly, or by issuing a Notice of Incomplete 
Claim. However, in practice, Proactio has reviewed all claimant files for 
completeness, notified claimants of what information and documents were still 
required to complete their submissions based on its analysis, and has 
therefore provided claimants the opportunity to complete and correct their 
claims prior to submission to the Claims Administrator for determination, 
sometimes on multiple occasions; and 
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b. the Quebec Administration Plan provides that if proof of diagnosis cannot be 
made by Official Confirmation, the Claims Administrator is to issue a Notice to 
Provide Alternative Proof to the claimant to submit medical records. However, 
since Proactio has confirmed to the Claims Administrator whether a claim is 
supported by an Official Confirmation, it has also directly notified claimants 
whose proof could not be made by Official Confirmation to request the required 
medical records from Santé Québec, in order for such claims to be submitted 
with the required medical documentation where possible. 

27. In addition to assisting claimants under the Quebec Administration Plan, because of 
the notoriety of the Quebec Class Actions, Quebecers contacted the QCAP Agent 
for assistance, even though their claims fell outside of the QCAP compensation 
period.3 In addition to the approximately 76,000 claims filed through the QCAP 
Agent, I am advised by Proactio that the QCAP Agent also reviewed: 

a. files that were transferred to the PCC Agent (approximately 2,500 files) 
because the Official Confirmations revealed a claim arising within the PCC 
claim period (between March 8, 2015 and March 8, 2019) and not within the 
QCAP period (before March 12, 2012);   

b. files where the registrant did not provide sufficient information to determine 
whether they had a claim under either compensation plan and failed to respond 
to requests from the QCAP Agent to complete their file (approximately 20,000 
files); and 

c. files where it was clear to the QCAP Agent that the claimant was not asserting 
a valid claim, for example, where the Tobacco-Victim died before November 
1998 or where an insufficient smoking history was claimed (approximately 
11,000 files). 

28. In all cases where files were closed with the QCAP Agent, I am advised by Proactio 
that the registrant was advised of the file closure and that they could nevertheless 

 
3 I understand that one of the reasons the QCAP Agent had to deal with so many additional registrants and 
claimants, including claims of potential PCC Claimants is because the Quebec Class Actions were so well 
known in Quebec and because the compensation amounts were higher and subject to an earlier 
distribution. As well, it appears to have been confusing for some claimants to understand the distinction 
between the two programs and many appear to have been unaware of the existence of Epiq in its roles as 
the Claims Administrator and PCC Agent. Indeed, many claimants incorrectly thought that the QCAP Agent 
was the Claims Administrator and therefore did not understand that their claims still needed to be reviewed 
by the Claims Administrator once they were advised by the QCAP Agent that their files were complete. The 
pervasiveness of this misconception is evident in that as late as August 2026, two well-known Quebec 
journalists covering the file were under the false impression that the QCAP Agent was the Claims 
Administrator.  
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file a claim directly with the Claims Administrator, and that the Claims Administrator 
subsequently sent each of them a mailing that included the Claim Forms and 
information required for them to make a claim.  

The QCAP Filed Claims  

29. According to the information provided by the Claims Administrator, the aggregate 
number of Tobacco-Victim Claims and Succession Claims filed in the Quebec 
Administration Plan by the Claims Application Deadline that have not been identified 
as having medium to high indicia of fraud is 85,273 (the “QCAP Filed Claims”).  

30. The majority of the QCAP Filed Claims were filed with the active assistance of the 
QCAP Agent (approximately 76,000) and the balance were filed directly with the 
Claims Administrator either through its website or by way of a paper claim form as 
provided for by the Quebec Administration Plan.  

31. Every single claimant who requested assistance from the QCAP Agent received 
assistance. In particular, claimants were given detailed explanations by Proactio of 
what they needed to provide in order to complete their claims. 

32. In respect of the claims filed directly by the QCAP Agent, as of the date hereof, the 
QCAP Agent advises that there are approximately 39,000 claims that are complete 
and ready for review, or imminently ready for review pending receipt of the 
claimant’s signature, by the Claims Administrator. These include: 

a. Approximately 32,000 claims (Category A) that should, in Quebec Class 
Counsel’s view, be accepted by the Claims Administrator; and 

b. Approximately 7,000 claims (Category B) that, in Quebec Class Counsel’s 
view, do not appear to meet the criteria for compensation, for reasons such as 
the diagnosis falls outside of the period covered by the Quebec Administration 
Plan, the available medical records do not indicate that the COPD diagnosis 
was stage III or IV during the relevant period, the cancer diagnosis was not a 
primary cancer, or medical records could not be located to support the claim.4  

33. The QCAP Agent advises that the remaining 37,000 claims submitted by the QCAP 
Agent are in some state of incompleteness, as claimants are still missing various 
documents to complete their claims, despite multiple requests made to them by the 
QCAP Agent to provide them.  These include: 

 
4 The total dollar value of these claims is $363,000,000.   
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a. Approximately 17,000 claims (Category C) that are almost exclusively 
succession claims that, in Quebec Class Counsel’s view, meet the diagnostic 
criteria for compensation, in that there exists an Official Confirmation or 
medical records that support the claimed diagnosis, but the claims are 
incomplete due to missing estate or other documentation. In Quebec Class 
Counsel’s view, these claims should all be accepted by the Claims 
Administrator, and the only remaining issue for determination will be whether 
the Compensation Payment should be made to the Estate of the deceased 
Tobacco-Victim or to the heirs directly; and 

b. Approximately 20,000 claims (Category D) in respect of which the claimant is 
still awaiting medical records from Santé Québec or other documentation to 
prove the diagnosis of the Tobacco-Victim with a Compensable Disease during 
the relevant period. Some of these records may ultimately need to be sent 
directly by Santé Québec to the Claims Administrator. 

Fraudulent Claims 

34. On September 1, 2026, Quebec Class Counsel were informed that during the last 
three (3) days preceding the Claims Application Deadline, Epiq had received more 
than 50,000 potentially fraudulent claims relating to both the Quebec Administration 
Plan and the PCC Compensation Plan in Quebec. 

35. On September 8, 2026, Epiq provided the QCAP Agent with a list of these potentially 
fraudulent claims received in connection with the Quebec Administration Plan, which 
totalled 27,746 claims. 

36. Epiq conducted an analysis of these claims and provided Quebec Class Counsel 
with a copy of their confidential report thereon (the “Fraud Report”). 

37. The Fraud Report revealed that 26,038 of the subject claims made in the Quebec 
Administration Plan, or 93.84% thereof, contained a medium or high indicia of fraud, 
including: 

a. Fast submission time by the party submitting the claim (less than 300 
seconds), which affected 26,035 or 93.83% of these claims; 

b. No email history, which affected 26,287 or 94.74% of these claims; and  

c. The email domain, Hotmail.com, which affected 26,145 or 94.23% of these 
claims.  
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38. Epiq recommended that the medium and high-risk claims not advance for further 
processing and be rejected, while the low and no risk claims be reviewed according 
to their standard claims processing procedures. Accordingly, the medium to high-
risk claims have not been included in the calculation of QCAP Filed Claims, while 
the low and no risk claims have been included in such figure. 

39. Epiq has further advised that all of the medium and high-risk claims will be issued a 
Notice of Rejection of Claim imminently.  

40. In addition to the indicia of fraud identified by Epiq in respect of these claims, there 
has been additional clear evidence of fraud noted by the QCAP Agent and Quebec 
Class Counsel in connection therewith: 

a. All of these claims were filed directly with Epiq, even though more than 90% 
of claims during the claims period were filed using the services of the QCAP 
Agent.  

b. Of these 27,746 claims identified by Epiq, 26,101 purport to relate to 
individuals who are still alive. This would mean that significantly more living 
victims filed claims with Epiq at the last minute than filed with the QCAP 
Agent throughout the entire claims period (or registered with Quebec Class 
Counsel beforehand). Based on knowledge gleaned over 28 years of my 
involvement in the Quebec Class Actions, it is not possible that this number 
of living claimants (especially the more than 17,000 claims asserting a 
diagnosis of Lung Cancer or Throat Cancer before March 12, 2012) could 
be alive today; and 

c. Most of the health insurance numbers (“NAMs”) given in support of these 
clearly fraudulent claims and attributed to female claimants are incorrect on 
their face. This finding was confirmed to me by a representative of the 
RAMQ. It arises from the fact that NAMs assigned to females contain a 
unique identification code. Fewer than 1% of these 27,746 claims contain 
that code. In other words, according to the information contained in these 
claims, approximately 99% of the 27,746 claimants would have to be male, 
a statistical impossibility. 
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Work to Complete the Incomplete Claims after the Claims Application Deadline and 
the Plan Going Forward 

41. As appears from the foregoing, at the present time, the Category C and D claims 
are incomplete. Most of these claims are Succession Claims.  

42. Succession Claims can be particularly complicated due to many factors, including 
that many Tobacco-Victims died without wills, many of them have very large 
families, and, due to the passage of time, many of these claims are being made by 
heirs or estates of the original heirs of Tobacco-Victims, meaning that more than 
one estate per claim must be reviewed.  In cases where the Tobacco-Victim did not 
have a will, the QCAP Agent’s notaries have taken on the arduous task of attempting 
to complete informal declarations of heredity in order for Compensation Payments 
to be made directly to the claiming heirs rather than to the closed estates of the 
deceased Tobacco-Victims if possible.  

43. We are advised by the QCAP Agent that of the Category C claims, 6,000 are 
potentially complete and awaiting final notary review, approximately 3,000 claims 
are missing information only, 3,500 claims are missing one document, 2,500 are 
missing 2-3 documents, 1,850 are missing 4-5 documents and 150 are missing 6 or 
more documents.  

44. I am advised by the QCAP Agent that it intends to communicate to the Claims 
Administrator all Category C and D claims in as complete a form as possible before 
the end of 2026 (i.e. four (4) months after the Claims Application Deadline).  

45. The QCAP Agent further advises that prior to the Claims Application Deadline, all 
claimants assisted by the QCAP Agent were notified as to what was still missing 
from their claims and were further advised that: 

a. they had until October 18, 2026 to submit additional succession documents to 
the QCAP Agent to be included in the QCAP Agent’s submission to the Claims 
Administrator on their behalf, after which time, documents would need to be 
submitted by them directly to the Claims Administrator; and  

b. the QCAP Agent would continue to receive medical records from Santé 
Québec for claimants until November 30, 2026, after which time these records 
will be submitted by Santé Québec directly to the Claims Administrator, as 
authorized in the Extension of the Official Confirmations Order. 

46. Representatives of the Directeur de l'état civil, the Chambre des notaires du Québec 
and the Barreau du Québec confirmed to Quebec Class Counsel on a Teams call 
on July 7, 2026 that all documents requested as at the Claims Application Deadline 
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(August 31, 2026) could be provided well in advance of the October 18, 2026 
timeline. 

47. Even if the complete estate documentation is not finalized by the claimant, the only 
consequence thereof should be that the Compensation Payment will be made to the 
Estate of the deceased Tobacco-Victim, care of the Succession Claimant in 
accordance with Section 38.7 of the Quebec Administration Plan or in any other 
manner that may hereafter be determined by the Courts.  

48. In respect of Category D claims, the QCAP Agent has advised all claimants that 
medical records are required to complete their claim and provided instructions to 
them on how to make a request in this regard to Santé Québec. 

49. Based on when newsletters were sent to claimants instructing them to request 
medical records, and having regard to the backlog of requests, Quebec Class 
Counsel expects that most requested medical records will be received from Santé 
Québec before the end of December 2026.5 Accordingly, even though some 
Category D claims will be transferred to the Claims Administrator prior to the receipt 
of medical records from Santé Québec, such records will nevertheless be provided 
directly to the Claims Administrator well in advance of the Claims Administrator 
making a determination on such claim. For example, even if the medical records are 
not received by the Claims Administrator before the Claims Administrator reviews 
the file, the claimant will be issued a Notice to Provide Alternative Proof, which will 
result in the claimant being granted an additional 120 days to provide proof of 
diagnosis.  

50. To the extent that any claims may still be incomplete at year-end 2026 when the 
QCAP Agent transfers them to the Claims Administrator and, as provided for in the 
Quebec Administration Plan, the Claims Administrator will need to issue a Notice of 
Incomplete Claim or Notice to Provide Alternative Proof to such claimants, with the 
resulting legal consequence for the claimant if they do not  respond within the 
required deadlines, which may be the rejection of their claim or a decision to pay the 
claim to the Estate of the deceased Tobacco-Victim, rather than to the heirs directly.  

51. Although Proactio will cease to transmit claim documentation to the Claims 
Administrator after the final transfer of the Category C and D claim files, Proactio 
will nevertheless continue in a different role to assist Quebec Class Counsel in 
fulfilling their duties to Blais Class Members. This will include ensuring that claimants 

 
5 While the law provides requests must be answered within 30 days, I am informed by Santé Québec that 
their lack of resources and need to prioritize requests for medical records required for medical purposes, 
has resulted in additional delays in the processing of requests for medical records made by claimants.  
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have access to resources in order to assist them in responding to notices that may 
be received from the Claims Administrator and providing guidance as to how to 
obtain the documentation that may be required in order to complete their claims. In 
this regard, the www.recourstabac.ca website, call centre and email address will 
remain active and Quebec Class Counsel will remain in place until the end of the 
claims process (a team of at least 5 lawyers) in order to assist with issues that arise 
on a class-wide basis in accordance with their duties.  

The QCAP Trust Accounts 

52. Based on information provided to Quebec Class Counsel by the CCAA Plan 
Administrators, as at September 30, 2026, the total amount held in the QCAP Trust 
Accounts was approximately $2.953 billion. The QCAP Trust Accounts earn interest, 
which in August 2026 accrued at the blended rate of approximately 2.54% per 
annum. At this rate, the September 30, 2026 balance in the QCAP Trust Accounts 
would generate approximately $205,000 per day in interest income, an amount that 
exceeds the budgeted administration costs of the Claims Administrator.  

53. There is an additional $250 million still due to the QCAP Trust Accounts in order to 
fully fund the QCAP Settlement Amount, which will be paid from either the Year 1 
(2025) Allocation, or a combination of the Year 1 and Year 2 (2026) Allocations. 
Consequently, the total amount available to satisfy claims under the Quebec 
Administration Plan will be at least $3.203 billion, exclusive of interest.  

54. If all of the QCAP Filed Claims were accepted by the Claims Administrator, which is 
an impossibility, the total theoretical maximum amount required to satisfy such 
claims, based on the highest Compensation Payment amount to which the claimants 
could be entitled, is $6.025 billion, as outlined in the table below prepared with 
information supplied by the Claims Administrator (the “QCAP Filed Claims 
Summary”): 

QCAP Filed Claims by Claim Type: 

Claim Type  Total Claimants Theoretical Total ($) 
Tobacco Victim 24,598 $1,234,420,000 

Succession 60,675 $4,790,696,000 
Total: 85,273 $6,025,116,000 

 
 

http://www.recourstabac.ca/
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QCAP Filed Claims by Diagnosis:  
 

 

55. It should be noted that a number of the incomplete claims do not designate a 
particular diagnosis or when the Tobacco-Victim began smoking (this determines 
whether the compensation is at 100% or 80%), and the above table assumes that 
all of those incomplete claims are cancer claims entitled to the highest 
compensation, which would certainly not be the case. 

56. Based on the funds available in and committed to the QCAP Trust Accounts and the 
theoretical maximum amount required if every single QCAP Filed Claim were 
accepted, which will not be the case for the reasons mentioned above, more than 
sufficient funds are available to make an interim distribution in respect of every 
QCAP Filed Claim equal to 50% of the maximum Compensation Payment applicable 
to that claim, while preserving a buffer of approximately $190 million, without taking 
into account interest earned on the undistributed funds.  

57. This calculation also does not take into account the material number of claims that 
will ultimately be rejected or accepted at a lower value by the Claims Administrator6 
and the actual buffer is likely hundreds of millions more than the buffer referenced 
in the preceding paragraph and is more than amply sufficient to cover unforeseen 
costs associated with the administration. 

The Absolute Need for Interim Distributions 

58. Although the Quebec Administration Plan foresees one distribution upon the 
completion of the processing of the QCAP Filed Claims, Quebec Class Counsel 
seek the Order requested herein in the interests of fairness and equity to Eligible 

 
6 Quebec Class Counsel conservatively estimate, based on experience in the file to date, that approximately 
10% of claims relating to Lung Cancer or Throat Cancer will not be accepted, and 30% of Emphysema 
claims will not be accepted. As also mentioned above, the Category B claims do not appear to meet the 
required claim criteria but are nevertheless included in the theoretical maximum amount referenced above. 

Claim Type  Lung 
Cancer 

Lung Cancer 
($) Throat Cancer Throat Cancer ($) Emphysema-

COPD III and IV 
Emphysema-COPD 

III and IV ($) 

Tobacco 
Victim 

                    
 5,025 $494,440,000     1,794 $175,240,000 

                              
17,779 $564,740,000 

Succession 
                    

38,405 $3,823,920,000   4,284 $426,560,000 
                              

17,986 $540,216,000 

Total: 
                    

43,430 $4,318,360,000  6,078 $601,800,000 
                              

35,765 $1,104,956,000 
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Blais Class Members who have been waiting far too long for justice to be served 
and for their rightful compensation.  

59. The Superior Court of Québec and the CCAA Court jointly have jurisdiction pursuant 
to section 7.1 of the Quebec Administration Plan to hear and determine matters 
relating to the interpretation, administration and ongoing supervision of the Quebec 
Administration Plan, including requests to make changes, modifications or revisions 
thereto. 

60. It has now been more than 7 years since the Tobacco Companies filed for CCAA 
Court protection, 11 years since the Riordan Judgment was rendered, and 28 years 
since the Blais Class Action was first initiated in 1998. 

61. As explained to the CCAA Court throughout the CCAA Proceedings, given the 
excessive delays in this file, many Blais Class Members have unfortunately died 
while waiting to receive compensation.  By way of example, the Designated Class 
Member, Jean-Yves Blais died during the trial before Justice Riordan, and his 
widow, Lise Blais sadly died in September 2026, still waiting for her distribution from 
the Quebec Administration Plan as heir to her late husband.  

62. Indeed, the vast majority of claimants in the Quebec Administration Plan are 
Succession Claimants, and many are even heirs of the original heirs of deceased 
Tobacco-Victims, who have unfortunately also died due to the excessive passage 
of time.  

63. As at October 15, 2026, 10,710 claims have been “accepted” by the Claims 
Administrator within the meaning of section 26.7 of the Quebec Administration Plan. 
Of these accepted claims, approximately 2,969 relate to claims of living Tobacco-
Victims. Without an interim distribution, it is an unfortunate reality that a number of 
these individuals will not be alive to receive their compensation. 

64. Despite the best efforts of the Claims Administrator and the QCAP Agent, the claims 
process is unlikely to be fully completed within the next year given the number and 
complexity of the remaining claims, the outstanding medical and succession 
documentation, the review and redaction work required, and the additional periods 
available under the Quebec Administration Plan for claimants to complete or seek 
review of their claims, if rejected. More particularly, the QCAP Agent will be helping 
claimants complete and file their claims until the end of December 2026, Santé 
Québec will continue to respond to requests for medical information to clear the 
current backlog and, after such time, the claims will need to be reviewed by the 
Claims Administrator and then claimants will be given 60 days if the claim is 
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incomplete, 120 days if a Notice to Provide Alternative Proof is issued, and an 
additional 60 days for a Request for Review.  

65. It is in the interests of justice for Eligible Blais Class Members to now begin receiving 
meaningful payments. 

66. Given that entitlement to compensation is established once a claim is accepted, 
accepted claimants should be paid compensation before the determination of all 
remaining claims. 

67. In the circumstances, an interim distribution of 50% of the maximum Compensation 
Payment amount due to accepted claimants may be made without affecting the 
continued processing of the remaining claims and would not negatively impact the 
claims process, other than through minimal additional administrative costs 
associated with an additional distribution. I am informed by Epiq that the cost to 
issue cheques to all claimants with accepted claims, including direct payments to 
heirs in certain cases, would be approximately $162,000 for 17,005 cheques, which 
is approximately $9.53 per cheque.  

68. Quebec Class Counsel and the QCAP Agent have been contacted by numerous 
claimants over the years, and particularly as the August 31, 2026 Claims Application 
Deadline approached, enquiring when the Compensation Payments will finally be 
made to them. These claimants are deeply frustrated and disillusioned when 
advised that the timing of payment still remains unknown.  

69. In some cases, single claimants have made hundreds of phone calls and emails to 
Quebec Class Counsel, the QCAP Agent, Santé Québec and the Claims 
Administrator enquiring as to the status of their claim or requesting that they receive 
the payment that they desperately need now. 

70. Many claimants have been aware for nearly three years, since the CCAA Plans were 
made public, that they could expect to receive a significant payment from the 
Quebec Administration Plan if their claim is accepted. It is not fair to make claimants 
with accepted claims wait an additional lengthy and unknown period before 
receiving amounts to which they are entitled.  

71. Former Chief Justice Morawetz affirmed when sanctioning the CCAA Plans on 
March 6, 2025, that the Blais Class Members’ wait ended on that day: 

[171] The Claimants, who will be receiving meaningful compensation as a result of 
the sanctioning of the CCAA Plans, have waited long enough. Litigation was 
commenced in 1998. Judgment was obtained in 2015 and confirmed on appellate 
review in 2019. The CCAA Proceedings were commenced in 2019 and are before this 
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court today to be sanctioned. Thousands of Claimants have sadly passed away 
during this period. The QCAPs and the PCCs have waited long enough to 
receive compensation. The wait, for many, has been intolerable. That wait ends 
today.  

72. Requiring Eligible Blais Class Members to wait until all remaining claims have been 
processed, supplemented, reviewed and adjudicated serves no substantive purpose 
where sufficient funds are available to make a meaningful interim distribution while 
preserving an appropriate reserve. 

73. Accordingly, the present Motion is brought to ensure that all Eligible Blais Class 
Members with accepted claims receive meaningful compensation as soon as 
reasonably possible, rather than being required to wait for the completion of the 
entire claims process. 

74. Because Quebec Class Counsel and Proactio prioritized the claims of living 
claimants and, to the extent possible, filed their claims with the Claims Administrator 
earlier on in the claims process, the interim payment will ensure that many living 
claimants can now begin to receive compensation.  

75. No person will be prejudiced by the orders sought herein, as only accepted claims 
will receive interim distributions, and sufficient funds will remain available to ensure 
that Eligible Blais Class Members with accepted claims will receive at least an 
equivalent share of their Compensation Payments ultimately determined to be 
payable under the Quebec Administration Plan. 

76. The Claims Administrator has advised that it possesses the operational capability 
and experience required to implement an interim distribution and that doing so would 
not impede the continued processing of claims. The Claims Administrator has 
further advised that it would be reasonable to make the initial interim distributions 
within 30 days following the judgment to intervene and to make subsequent interim 
distributions monthly thereafter. 

77. The Claims Administrator has also recommended that payments be made by 
cheque only, as payment by cheque represents the simplest, most efficient and most 
cost-effective method of remitting interim distributions to accepted claimants and 
facilitates the prompt delivery of compensation to Eligible Blais Class Members. 

78. Many claimants are elderly, many claims are Succession Claims, and banking 
information has not been collected as part of the claims process. The 
implementation of an electronic payment system would also require additional 
programming, testing and administrative work, as well as the collection and 
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verification of banking information from tens of thousands of claimants, all of which 
would add significant complexity, cost and delay. 

Requirement of leave from the Superior Court of Québec to commence legal 
proceedings 

79. The present request for an interim distribution has been made, as described above, 
to ensure that the victims of the Tobacco Companies’ deceptive practices receive at 
least a meaningful portion of their rightful compensation during their lifetimes.  

80. Given the large number of claimants, the number of persons to whom Compensation 
Payments may ultimately be made, including heirs, and the fact that some claimants 
may be dissatisfied with decisions relating to claim determination, compensation or 
distributions, it is possible that claims or legal proceedings could be asserted against 
the persons or entities involved in implementing the Quebec Administration Plan 
and the interim distribution process. 

81. Requiring prior leave of the Superior Court of Québec before any legal proceeding 
may be commenced against the QCAP Agent, Quebec Class Counsel and/or the 
Claims Administrator is an appropriate and reasonable safeguard to protect these 
parties from unwarranted litigation while preserving the ability of any person with a 
genuine grievance to seek relief from the Courts.   

82. The requested leave requirement is fully consistent with the relief already granted 
by the Courts in the Extension of the Official Confirmations Order. 

83. All of the facts alleged herein are true.  

 

AND I HAVE SIGNED 

 

_________________________________ 

ANDRÉ LESPÉRANCE 

 
Solemnly declared before me at Montreal,  
Province of Quebec, this 23rd day of October 2026 

 

________________________________________ 
Commissioner of Oaths for the Province of Quebec 
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AFFIDAVIT DE MARTIN BLAIS 
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Je, soussigné, Martin Blais, de la ville de Montréal, province de Québec, élisant domicile  



2 
 

 
 

aux fins des présentes au 750, Côte de la Place-d’Armes, bureau 90, Montréal (Québec) 
H2Y 2X8, DÉCLARE SOUS SERMENT CE QUI SUIT: 
 
1. Je suis le fils de Jean-Yves Blais et de Lise Blais. 

2. Jean-Yves Blais et Lise Blais ont agi à tour de rôle comme personne désignée dans 
l'action collective instituée devant la Cour supérieure du Québec en novembre 1998 
(dossier n°500-06-000076-980, CQTS-Blais c. Imperial Tobacco et al.) (le 
«Recours CQTS-Blais»). 

3. Peu après le début du procès, mon père est décédé le 3 août 2012 à l'âge de 68 
ans des suites d’un cancer du poumon causé par le tabac, qui lui avait été 
diagnostiqué en 1997. C’est si jeune. 

4. J’étais présent au moment de son décès. J’ai été témoin de ses immenses 
souffrances physiques, mais aussi de son désir de voir aboutir le combat qu’il menait 
depuis tant d’années. Les compagnies lui ont enlevé la santé et nui énormément. 
Mon père souhaitait que justice soit rendue et aller jusqu’au bout du processus. 

5. Mon père a collaboré avec les avocats du Recours CQTS-Blais pendant plus de 14 
ans, jusqu’à son décès. C’était devenu le combat de sa vie. Il a, en outre, été 
interrogé pendant plus de sept jours par les avocats des compagnies de tabac alors 
qu’il était déjà atteint du cancer du poumon et souffrait d’emphysème. 

6. Ma mère, Lise Blais, a pris la relève de mon père comme personne désignée après 
le décès de mon père. Elle a endossé totalement la cause, cause qui est devenue 
la cause de sa vie. 

7. Tout comme mon père, elle a collaboré activement avec les avocats du Recours 
CQTS-Blais. Elle communiquait régulièrement avec Me Lespérance tout au long du 
processus judiciaire, y compris dans le cadre des procédures intentées en vertu de 
la Loi sur les arrangements avec les créanciers des compagnies, afin de s’enquérir 
de leur déroulement, qu’elle trouvait trop long. 

8. Elle souhaitait ardemment voir la fin du processus de réclamation et espérait que 
tous les membres puissent recevoir une indemnité le plus rapidement possible, en 
particulier les victimes toujours vivantes. 

9. Elle jugeait intolérables les longs délais liés à la médiation alors que cinq juges de 
la Cour d'appel du Québec avaient donné raison aux victimes du tabac du Québec. 

10. En décembre 2025, ma mère a été informée que sa réclamation, dans le cadre du 
Plan d’indemnisation du Recours CQTS-Blais, avait été acceptée par 





 
AFFIDAVIT OF MARTIN BLAIS 

(October 19, 2026) 
 

(Unofficial Translation) 

I, the undersigned, Martin Blais, of the City of Montréal, Province of Quebec, electing 
domicile for the purposes hereof at 750 Côte de la Place-d’Armes, Suite 90, Montréal, 
Quebec, H2Y 2X8, DO SOLEMNLY DECLARE AS FOLLOWS: 
 
1. I am the son of Jean-Yves Blais and Lise Blais. 
 
2. Jean-Yves Blais and Lise Blais each served, in turn, as the representative plaintiff 

in the class action instituted before the Superior Court of Quebec in November 1998 
(Court File No. 500-06-000076-980, CQTS-Blais v. Imperial Tobacco et al.) (the 
“CQTS-Blais Class Action”). 

3. Shortly after the trial began, my father died on August 3, 2012, at the age of 68, from 
tobacco-related lung cancer with which he had been diagnosed in 1997. He was so 
young. 

4. I was present when he died. I witnessed his immense physical suffering, but also 
his desire to see through the fight that he had pursued for so many years. The 
companies took away his health and caused him tremendous harm. My father 
wanted justice to be done and to see the process through to its conclusion. 

5. My father worked with Quebec Class Counsel in the CQTS-Blais Class Action for 
more than 14 years, until his death. It had become the fight of his life. Among other 
things, he was examined for more than seven days by counsel for the tobacco 
companies while he was already suffering from lung cancer and emphysema. 

6. My mother, Lise Blais, succeeded my father as the representative plaintiff after his 
death. She embraced the cause fully, and it became the cause of her life. 

7. Like my father, she worked actively with Quebec Class Counsel in the CQTS-Blais 
Class Action. She communicated regularly with Me Lespérance throughout the 
judicial process, including the proceedings instituted under the Companies’ 
Creditors Arrangement Act, to inquire about their progress, which she considered 
too slow. 

8. She deeply wished to see the claims process completed and hoped that all Blais 
Class Members would receive compensation as soon as possible, particularly the 
living victims. 
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9. She considered the lengthy delays associated with the mediation intolerable when 
five judges of the Quebec Court of Appeal had ruled in favour of Quebec tobacco 
victims. 

10. In December 2025, my mother was informed that her Claim under the Quebec 
Tobacco Victims’ Compensation Plan had been accepted by Epiq, the Claims 
Administrator. She was pleased at the prospect of finally receiving compensation 
and seeing justice done. 

11. My mother died on September 23, 2026. I was at her side during her final days. I 
witnessed her great suffering and exhaustion as she waited to see the outcome of 
this long proceeding. 

12. Me Lespérance visited her while she was receiving palliative care. She was deeply 
moved and proud to learn from him that more than 80,000 people had submitted 
Claims in the CQTS-Blais Class Action. 

13. However, she was profoundly disappointed that she would not see the conclusion 
of the process that my father had begun more than 28 years earlier. 

14. I agreed to succeed my mother and assist Quebec Class Counsel in the CQTS-Blais 
Class Action during the phase leading to the completion of the claims process. 

15. I have reviewed the application prepared by Quebec Class Counsel seeking an 
interim distribution, and I support it without reservation, being convinced beyond 
any doubt that my father and mother would also have approved it. 

16. In my view, it is a necessary measure of relief that will give Blais Class Members 
hope that the claims process is moving forward and demonstrate that the justice 
system is working for them, despite the delays. 

AND I HAVE SIGNED ON OCTOBER 19, 2026 

  _______________________________ 
  Martin Blais 
 

Sworn before me by technological means,  
in Montréal 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Commissioner for Oaths for Quebec 



No: 500-06-000076-980  

PROVINCE DE QUÉBEC 
DISTRICT DE MONTRÉAL 

Court File No. CV-19-615862-00CL 
Court File No. CV-19-616077-00CL 
Court File No. CV-19-616779-00CL 

COUR SUPÉRIEURE 
(Chambre des actions collectives) 

ONTARIO 
SUPERIOR COURT OF JUSTICE 
COMMERCIAL LIST 

CONSEIL QUÉBÉCOIS SUR LE TABAC 
ET LA SANTÉ et JEAN-YVES BLAIS 

Demandeurs 
c. 

IN THE MATTER OF THE COMPANIES’ 
CREDITORS’ ARRANGEMENT ACT, 
R.S.C. 1985, c. C-36, AS AMENDED 

JTI-MACDONALD CORP. 
IMPERIAL TOBACCO CANADA LIMITEE 
ROTHMANS, BENSON & HEDGES INC. 

Défendeurs 

AND IN THE MATTER OF THE PLANS OF 
COMPROMISE OR ARRANGEMENT OF: 

 JTI-MACDONALD CORP. 
-et-  
 -and- 
FTI CONSULTING CANADA INC. 
ERNST & YOUNG INC. 
DELOITTE RESTRUCTURING INC. 

Intervenants 
-et- 
SERVICES PROACTIO INC. 
EPIQ CLASS ACTION SERVICES 
CANADA INC. 
 

Mises en cause 

IMPERIAL TOBACCO CANADA 
LIMITED AND IMPERIAL TOBACCO 
COMPANY LIMITED 

 
-and- 

 
ROTHMANS, BENSON & HEDGES INC. 

 
AFFIDAVIT DE COLETTE SAVARD 

(19 octobre 2026) 
 

Je, soussignée, Colette Savard, de la ville de Longueuil, province de Québec, élisant 
domicile aux fins des présentes au 750, Côte de la Place-d’Armes, bureau 90, Montréal 
(Québec) H2Y 2X8, DÉCLARE SOUS SERMENT CE QUI SUIT: 
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1. Je suis membre de l'action collective des victimes du tabac CQTS-Blais. 
 
2. Je suis née le 14 février 1948 et je vis présentement seule dans une résidence 

pour personnes âgées qui n’offre aucun service aux résidents. Mon mari Jacques 
Ringuette est décédé d’emphysème causé par le tabac en 2012. 

 
3. J’ai commencé à fumer à l’âge de 14 ans. Je suis devenue dépendante à la 

cigarette vers l’âge de 16 ans.   
 
4. Le 7 décembre 2010, j’ai été diagnostiquée d’un cancer du poumon et, le 3 mars 

2011, un diagnostic d’emphysème, ces deux maladies ayant été causées par le 
tabac. 

 
5. Au cours du printemps 2011, j’ai subi une intervention chirurgicale au cours de 

laquelle on a enlevé un lobe du mon poumon gauche.  
 
6. Le 23 septembre 2025, je me suis inscrite auprès de Proactio comme membre de 

l'action collective CQTS-Blais pour recevoir de l’aide afin de compléter ma 
réclamation. 

 
7. Le 10 décembre 2025, avec l’aide de Proactio, j’ai produit une réclamation auprès 

de l’administrateur Epiq pour être indemnisée par le Plan d’indemnisation des 
victimes. 

 
8. Le 27 mars 2026, Epiq m’a informée que ma réclamation avait été acceptée. 
 
9. Depuis environ six mois, j’ai commencé à ressentir une grande fatigue, ce qui a 

grandement affecté ma capacité à accomplir mes activités quotidiennes.  Seule et 
sans autre soutien financier, j'ai dû engager des services d’aide à domicile auprès 
d’agences privées à mes propres frais. 

 
10. Au cours du mois de juillet 2026, j'ai eu un suivi médical pour évaluer l'état de mes 

poumons auprès des spécialistes du centre hospitalier Pierre Boucher. Il y a 
environ trois semaines, j’ai été informée par mon médecin traitant, le 
Dr Wodkowski, que les résultats des tests médicaux indiquaient une nouvelle 
problématique dans mon poumon gauche.  J’ai été informée que d’autres examens 
médicaux devront être effectués. 

 





AFFIDAVIT OF COLETTE SAVARD 
(October 19, 2026) 

 
(Unofficial Translation) 

 
I, the undersigned, Colette Savard, of the City of Longueuil, Province of Québec, electing 
domicile for the purposes hereof at 750 Côte de la Place-d’Armes, Suite 90, Montréal, 
Québec, H2Y 2X8, DO SOLEMNLY DECLARE AS FOLLOWS: 
 
1. I am a Blais Class Member. 
 
2. I was born on February 14, 1948, and I currently live alone in a seniors’ residence 

that does not provide any services to residents. My husband, Jacques Ringuette, 
died in 2012 from tobacco-related emphysema. 

 
3. I began smoking at the age of 14. I became addicted to cigarettes at approximately 

the age of 16. 
 
4. On December 7, 2010, I was diagnosed with lung cancer and, on March 3, 2011, 

with emphysema, both illnesses having been caused by tobacco. 
 
5. In the spring of 2011, I underwent surgery during which one lobe of my left lung was 

removed. 
 
6. On September 23, 2025, I registered with Proactio as a Blais Class Member to 

receive assistance in completing my Claim. 
 
7. On December 10, 2025, with Proactio’s assistance, I submitted a Claim to Epiq, the 

Claims Administrator, to receive compensation under the Quebec Administration 
Plan. 

 
8. On March 27, 2026, Epiq informed me that my Claim had been accepted. 
 
9. Approximately six months ago, I began experiencing severe fatigue, which has 

significantly affected my ability to carry out my daily activities. Alone and without any 
other financial support, I had to retain in-home assistance services from private 
agencies at my own expense. 

 
10. In July 2026, I had a medical follow-up with specialists at the Pierre-Boucher 

Hospital to assess the condition of my lungs. Approximately three weeks ago, my 
treating physician, Dr. Wodkowski, informed me that the medical test results 
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indicated a new issue in my left lung. I was informed that further medical 
examinations would be required. 

 
11. I immediately thought that the lung cancer had returned and was causing my fatigue. 

I am terribly distressed and anxious at the prospect of the lung cancer recurring. 
 
12. I fear that I will be unable to meet my urgent and pressing financial needs during 

this difficult period. 
 
13. The wait to receive my compensation has become intolerable. 
 
14. I strongly support the application for an interim distribution of compensation to 

victims, which would allow me to improve my daily life while my health is precarious 
and every day counts. 
 

AND I HAVE SIGNED ON OCTOBER 19, 2026 
 

 
  _______________________________ 
  Colette Savard 

 
Sworn before me by technological means,  
in Montréal 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Commissioner for Oaths for Quebec 
 



 

  

 

No: 500-06-000076-980  

PROVINCE DE QUÉBEC 
DISTRICT DE MONTRÉAL 

Court File No. CV-19-615862-00CL 
Court File No. CV-19-616077-00CL 
Court File No. CV-19-616779-00CL 

COUR SUPÉRIEURE 
(Chambre des actions collectives) 

ONTARIO 
SUPERIOR COURT OF JUSTICE 
COMMERCIAL LIST 

CONSEIL QUÉBÉCOIS SUR LE TABAC 
ET LA SANTÉ et JEAN-YVES BLAIS 

Demandeurs 
c. 

IN THE MATTER OF THE COMPANIES’ 
CREDITORS’ ARRANGEMENT ACT, 
R.S.C. 1985, c. C-36, AS AMENDED 

JTI-MACDONALD CORP. 
IMPERIAL TOBACCO CANADA LIMITEE 
ROTHMANS, BENSON & HEDGES INC. 

Défendeurs 

AND IN THE MATTER OF THE PLANS OF 
COMPROMISE OR ARRANGEMENT OF: 

 JTI-MACDONALD CORP. 
-et-  
 -and- 
FTI CONSULTING CANADA INC. 
ERNST & YOUNG INC. 
DELOITTE RESTRUCTURING INC. 

Intervenants 
-et- 
SERVICES PROACTIO INC. 
EPIQ CLASS ACTION SERVICES 
CANADA INC. 
 

Mises-en-cause 

IMPERIAL TOBACCO CANADA 
LIMITED AND IMPERIAL TOBACCO 
COMPANY LIMITED 

 
-and- 

 
ROTHMANS, BENSON & HEDGES INC. 

JOINT INTERIM DISTRIBUTION ORDER 

 

THIS MOTION for an Interim Distribution Order made jointly before the Ontario 

Superior Court of Justice (Commercial List) (“CCAA Court”) and the Superior Court of 
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Quebec (“Quebec Court”) by the Quebec Class Action Plaintiffs pursuant to the 

Companies’ Creditors Arrangement Act, R.S.C. 1985, c. C-36, as amended (the 

“CCAA”), was heard virtually on this day in Toronto, Ontario. 

ON READING the Motion Record of the Quebec Class Action Plaintiffs dated 

October 23, 2026 and ON HEARING the submissions of Quebec Class Counsel and 

other such counsel requesting to be heard, all parties having been duly served with the 

Motion Record as appears from the Affidavit of Service of Tina Silverstein sworn 

October 23, 2026. 

THE SUPERIOR COURT OF QUEBEC AND THE ONTARIO SUPERIOR COURT OF 

JUSTICE:  

1. ORDER that the time for service of the Notice of Motion and the Motion Record 

is hereby abridged and validated so that this Motion is properly returnable today and 

hereby dispenses with further service thereof; 

2. ORDER that, unless otherwise stated herein, all capitalized terms used herein 

shall have the meanings ascribed to them in the Fourth Amended and Restated Court-

Appointed Mediator’s and Monitors’ CCAA Plan of Compromise and Arrangement 

dated August 27, 2025 in respect of each of Imperial, RBH and JTIM in these CCAA 

Proceedings, as amended on August 7, 2026 (collectively, the “CCAA Plans”); 

3. AUTHORIZE AND DIRECT the Claims Administrator to make interim 

distributions to Eligible Blais Class Members whose Tobacco-Victim Claims or 
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Succession Claims have been accepted, notwithstanding sections 52.1 and 54 of the 

Quebec Administration Plan; 

4. ORDER the interim distribution payments shall be equal to 50% of the 

maximum Compensation Payment applicable to each such accepted claim pursuant to 

section 41 of the Quebec Administration Plan (the “Interim Amount”); 

5. AUTHORIZE AND DIRECT the Claims Administrator to identify all Tobacco-

Victim Claims and Succession Claims in respect of which a Notice of Acceptance has 

been issued as at the date of this Order and to make an interim distribution of the 

Interim Amount to all such claimants within thirty (30) days following the date of this 

Order; 

6. AUTHORIZE AND DIRECT the Claims Administrator, on a monthly basis 

following the date of this Order, to identify all Tobacco-Victim Claims and Succession 

Claims in respect of which a Notice of Acceptance has been issued that month and no 

Interim Amount has yet been paid, and to make an interim distribution of the Interim 

Amount to all such claimants within thirty (30) days thereafter; 

7. ORDER that any interim distributions made pursuant to this Order shall 

constitute an advance on account of the total Compensation Payments ultimately 

determined by the CCAA Plan Administrators in consultation with the Claims 

Administrator pursuant to sections 52 and 53 of the Quebec Administration Plan; 

8. ORDER that upon the final determination of the total Compensation Payments 

due pursuant to sections 52 and 53 of the Quebec Administration Plan, the Claims 
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Administrator shall distribute any balance owing to Eligible Blais Class Members on 

account of the Compensation Payments to which they are entitled, subject to a pro 

rata division in the event that the funds remaining in the QCAP Trust Accounts are 

insufficient to pay the total Compensation Payments determined; 

9. ORDER that notwithstanding sections 54.2 and 54.3 of the Quebec 

Administration Plan, all interim distributions and final distributions of Compensation 

Payments made pursuant to the Quebec Administration Plan shall be paid by cheque 

to, as applicable: 

(a) the Tobacco-Victim; 

(b) the Estate of the deceased Tobacco-Victim, if (i) the claim was made by 

a liquidator of the Estate of the deceased Tobacco-Victim, or (ii) the 

claim was made by an heir and the Claims Administrator is unable to 

determine the apportionment of a Compensation Payment among 

multiple heirs, in accordance with section 38.7 of the Quebec 

Administration Plan; or 

(c) directly to the heirs of a deceased Tobacco-Victim, in accordance with 

their respective proportions of entitlement to the Compensation Payment, 

where the Claims Administrator has determined the entitlement and 

respective proportions of entitlement of the heirs of a deceased Tobacco-

Victim; 
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10. DECLARE that the orders herein constitute an appropriate modification to the 

administration of the Quebec Administration Plan pursuant to section 7.1 of the 

Quebec Administration Plan and shall remain in effect until the final determination of 

Compensation Payments under sections 52 and 53 of the Quebec Administration 

Plan;  

11. ORDER no action shall be taken against the Claims Administrator, the QCAP 

Agent or Quebec Class Counsel, arising from the administration or implementation of 

the Quebec Administration Plan, the interim distributions or the final distributions, 

except with prior leave of the Superior Court of Québec; 

12. ORDER that this Order shall have full force and effect in all provinces and 

territories in Canada, outside Canada and against all Persons against whom it may be 

enforceable.  
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