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COMMERICAL LIST 

 

IN THE MATTER OF THE COMPANIES’ CREDITORS ARRANGEMENT ACT, 

R.S.C. 1985, c. C-36, AS AMENDED 

 

AND IN THE MATTER OF A PLAN OF COMPROMISE 

OR ARRANGEMENT OF JTI-MACDONALD CORP. 

 

AND IN THE MATTER OF A PLAN OF COMPROMISE 

OR ARRANGEMENT OF IMPERIAL TOBACCO CANADA 

LIMITED AND IMPERIAL TOBACCO COMPANY LIMITED 

 

AND IN THE MATTER OF A PLAN OF COMPROMISE 

OR ARRANGEMENT OF ROTHMANS, BENSON & HEDGES INC. 

 

 

NOTICE OF MOTION  

 

(PCC Representative Counsel’s Motion for Injunctive Relief) 

 

TAKE NOTICE that The Law Practice of Wagner & Associates, Inc. (ñPCC Representative 

Counselò) will make a motion before the Honourable Chief Justice Geoffrey B. Morawetz 

presiding over the Commercial List on March 26, 2025, at 10:30 am (EST).  

PROPOSED METHOD OF HEARING: The motion is to be heard by videoconference, detail 

of which shall be provided by the Monitors.  

THE MOTION IS FOR an Order substantially in the form included at Tab 3 of the Motion 

Record: 
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1. Abridging the time for service of the Notice of Motion and Motion Record, validating 

service, and dispensing with further service, if necessary; 

2. Compelling AIAG, LLC, carrying on business as Attorney Group, and its named 

incorporator, organizer, and registered agent, Mr. Lyle Foster, and its named principal, Mr. 

Anthony Johnson (collectively, ñAttorney Groupò) to immediately remove, and maintain 

inaccessible the webpage https://claim.attorneygroup.com/canadian-tobacco-lawsuit/, the 

Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/TobaccoClaims/, and any other webpages, 

websites, social media posts, online advertisements, and any other public communications 

whatsoever relating to the Canadian Tobacco Lawsuit, the Tobacco Settlement and the 

claims and distribution processes under the CCAA Plans or the Pan-Canadian Claimantsô 

Compensation Plan (ñPCC Compensation Planò) (collectively, the ñAttorney Group 

Solicitationsò); 

3. Prohibiting Attorney Group from soliciting Pan-Canadian Claimants (ñPCCsò) in 

connection with the CCAA Plans and the PCC Compensation Plan; 

4. Requiring Attorney Group to provide PCC Representative Counsel a list of all persons who 

signed up or provided information through the Attorney Group Solicitations (ñAttorney 

Group Listò); 

5. Mandating the destruction of all copies of the Attorney Group List; and 

6. Extending this Order to all persons or entities with knowledge or notice of it, requiring them 

to:  

(a) Immediately take down and remove any solicitations of PCCs and Blais Class 

Members in connection with the CCAA Plans, the PCC Compensation Plan, the 

Quebec Administration Plan, or any compensation due thereunder; and 

(b) Immediately cease and desist from soliciting PCCs and Blais Class Members in 

connection with the CCAA Plans, the PCC Compensation Plan, the Quebec 

Administration Plan, or any compensation due thereunder. 

https://claim.attorneygroup.com/canadian-tobacco-lawsuit/
https://www.facebook.com/TobaccoClaims/
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7. The injunctive relief sought is to remain in effect until the completion of the Claims Process 

under the PCC Compensation Plan, including the administration and distribution of all 

funds thereunder to Claimants, or until otherwise ordered by the Court. 

THE GROUNDS FOR THE MOTION ARE: 

Court-Approved Representation of PCCs 

8. PCC Representative Counsel was appointed by this Court on December 9, 2019, to represent 

the interests of PCCs in the within CCAA Proceedings and ongoing mediation. The 

appointment was amended and restated on November 22, 2024, to define PCC 

Representative Counselôs role post-sanction and throughout the implementation of the 

CCAA Plans. 

9. Since appointment, PCC Representative Counsel has engaged in extensive mediation with 

the Court-Appointed Mediator, Monitors, and other stakeholders on behalf of PCCs.  

10. The Mediator and Monitors filed CCAA Plans of Compromise and Arrangement (ñCCAA 

Plansò) on October 17, 2024, which set out a global settlement of all Tobacco Claims, 

including the claims of PCCs.  

11. The PCC Compensation Plan, an integral part of the CCAA Plans, allocates $2.52 billion to 

compensate individual tobacco harm victims who meet certain eligibility criteria. To ensure 

PCCs receive free and accurate assistance with their claims, PCC Representative Counsel 

retained Epiq Class Action Services Canada Inc. (ñEpiqò) as its Agent. Epiqôs services are 

fully funded by the Tobacco Companies and provided to PCCs at no cost. 

12. After receiving unanimous votes at the Creditorsô Meetings in December 2024, the CCAA 

Plans (The Third Amended and Restated Plans, specifically) were sanctioned by this Court 

on March 6, 2025, including the Non-Solicitation Provision at Section 8.4, which expressly 

prohibits unauthorized solicitation of PCCs:  

8.4 No Solicitation of Pan-Canadian Claimants 

No Persons other than the PCC Representative Counsel, their agent Epiq, the Claims 

Administrator, or any Person specifically authorized by any of the foregoing Persons 
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or by the CCAA Court, shall solicit Pan-Canadian Claimants in order to assist them 

with the preparation or submission of their PCC Claim Packages under the PCC 

Compensation Plan. 

Attorney Groupôs Unauthorized Solicitation of PCCs 

13. On March 6, 2025, PCC Representative Counsel became aware that Attorney Group was 

soliciting PCCs through a website and related Facebook page and advertisements (the 

ñAttorney Group Solicitationsò). Attorney Group, which was not involved in the resolution 

process of the CCAA Proceedings and has no authorization under the CCAA Plans, falsely 

promoted legal representation for the ñTobacco Settlement Canadaò and improperly solicited 

PCCs for the purpose of entering into contingency fee agreements. 

14. On March 7, 2025, PCC Representative Counsel sent a letter to Mr. Anthony Johnson, the 

principal of Attorney Group, demanding, inter alia, the immediate removal of the Attorney 

Group Solicitations. Despite this demand, the solicitations remained active past the deadline 

of March 10, 2025, at 12:00 p.m. EST set out in the letter. 

15. On March 10, 2025, further investigation identified Mr. Lyle Foster as the registered agent 

for Attorney Group. PCC Representative Counsel sent a second demand via email to Mr. 

Foster, copying Mr. Johnson, reiterating the requirement to cease all unauthorized 

solicitations. Attempts to reach both individuals by telephone were unsuccessful. 

16. On March 11, 2025, Mr. Johnson responded stating, ñThe pages have been taken down.ò 

However, the Facebook page and advertisements remained active. PCC Representative 

Counsel responded, reiterating the requirement to remove all remaining solicitations.  

17. On or about March 18, 2025, the Facebook page associated with Attorney Group that was 

soliciting PCCs was taken down. However, the Facebook ads soliciting PCCs remained 

active. 

18. On March 19, 2025, PCC Representative Counsel sent an email to Mr. Johnson and Mr. 

Foster reiterating the demand for the immediate removal of the remaining Facebook 

solicitations, along with compliance with the additional conditions previously set out in the 
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March 7, 2025 letter. Despite the request, the solicitations remained active past the deadline 

of March 19, 2025, at 1:30 p.m. EST set out in the email. 

19. That evening, Mr. Johnson responded stating ñMeta ads have been down since last email and 

status has not changed.ò However, the remaining Facebook advertisements remained in 

óactiveô status, and his response did not acknowledge or address the additional conditions 

outlined in the March 7, 2025 letter. 

20. As of March 20, 2025, the remaining unauthorized solicitations ï three Facebook 

advertisements ï remain ñactiveò and therefore publicly accessible. 

21. As of March 21, 2025, Attorney Group has not acknowledged, addressed or complied with 

the following, as requested by PCC Representative Counsel: 

(a) Providing a complete list of all individuals who signed up or submitted information 

through the Attorney Group Solicitations, including all contact and other 

information collected or obtained (the ñAttorney Group Listò); 

(b) Permanently destroying all copies of the Attorney Group List in their possession, 

whether in electronic or paper form; and 

(c) Ceasing and desisting from any further solicitation of Pan-Canadian Claimants 

through any medium, including websites, social media, direct outreach, or 

advertising, and confirming same. 

Pattern of Unauthorized Solicitation of PCCs 

22. Unauthorized solicitations of PCCs are not isolated to Attorney Group. This Court has 

previously granted injunctive relief in similar circumstances.  

23. On December 10, 2024, Chief Justice Morawetz issued an injunction against Actis Law 

Group and its principal, Ms. Andrea Grass, for publishing a website purporting to offer 

representation to tobacco victims. The Courtôs Endorsement in that case set an important 

precedent for restraining unauthorized solicitation of PCCs, which is now strengthened by 

the sanctioning of the CCAA Plans, including the Non-Solicitation Provision.  
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24. More recently, other third parties have also attempted to mislead PCCs by operating websites 

with domain names closely resembling the official claims website, falsely suggesting that 

legal representation is necessary, and misrepresenting eligibility criteria. One such entity 

operating out of Tampa was identified, issued a cease-and-desist demand by PCC 

Representative Counsel, and ultimately complied by removing its website on March 7, 2025. 

25. This pattern of misconduct demonstrates a foreseeable risk that additional third parties will 

engage in similar solicitation of PCCs and/or Blais Class Members, particularly as formal 

notice of the PCC Compensation Plan and Quebec Administration Plan is disseminated, and 

the Claims Processes begin. The significant individual compensation amounts available 

under the PCC Compensation Plan and the Quebec Administration Plan makes PCCs and 

Blais Class Members targets for law firms and service providers seeking contingency fees 

for unnecessary representation. 

Injunctive Relief is Necessary 

26. An injunction against Attorney Group is warranted for the same reasons that this Court 

granted injunctive relief against Actis Law Group. Like Actis, Attorney Group has engaged 

in unauthorized and misleading solicitations of PCCs, falsely representing that legal 

representation is necessary to navigate the PCC Compensation Plan. Attorney Groupôs 

solicitations not only risk creating confusion among PCCs and providing them erroneous 

information about the Claims Process, but also risk claimants unnecessarily entering into 

contingency fee agreements for services that are already provided free of charge by Epiq. 

27. In addition to the concerns present in Actis, injunctive relief is now further justified to 

enforce the express Non-Solicitation Provision in Section 8.4 of the CCAA Plans. This 

provision, is part of the CCAA Plans sanctioned on March 6, 2025, and explicitly prohibits 

any entity other than PCC Representative Counsel, Epiq, the Claims Administrator, or a 

Court-authorized party from soliciting PCCs. Attorney Groupôs actions are a direct 

contravention of this provision. 
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28. Without broad and enforceable injunctive relief, PCC Representative Counsel anticipates a 

proliferation of unauthorized solicitations, requiring repeated enforcement efforts and 

recourse to this Court. 

29. Accordingly, PCC Representative Counsel now seeks an injunction against Attorney Group, 

as well as relief to deter and stop future unauthorized solicitations, ensuring compliance with 

the CCAA Plans, the Non-Solicitation Provision, and protecting PCCs and Blais Class 

Members from misleading information and incurring unnecessary legal fees. 

Additional Grounds for the Motion 

30. The previous Orders granted in the CCAA Proceedings; 

31. The Companies’ Creditors Arrangement Act, RSC 1985, c C-36 and the inherent and 

equitable jurisdiction of the Court; 

32. The Ontario Rules of Civil Procedure, R.R.O. 1990, Reg. 194, as amended;  

33. Such further and other grounds as counsel may advise and this Honourable Court may 

permit. 

THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE will be used at the hearing of the Motion:  

 

 

34. The Affidavit of Kate Boyle affirmed March 21, 2025, including Exhibits ñAò through ñPò 

thereto. 
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( c) Create confusion about eligibility and important dates and deadlines under the PCC 

Compensation Plan: 

(d) Create general confusion about the Claims Processes under the PCC Compensation 

Plan as vvell as the Quebec Administration Plan: and 

( e) Interfere with the administration of the PCC Compensation Plan, which is designed 

to ensure a fair, transparent. and cost-free process for claimants. 

UNDERTAKING 

66. I am avvare that, pursuant to Rule 40.03 of the Ontario Rules of Civil Procedure, the moving 

party on a motion for an interlocutory injunction or mandatory order is required to undertake 

to abide by any order concerning damages that the court may make if it is ultimately 

determined that the granting of the order caused damage to the responding party for which 

the moving party ought to compensate the responding party. 

67. I respectfully request that this requirement be dispensed with in this matter. The nature of 

the relief sought in this motion does not give rise to a realistic risk of damages to the 

responding party, and it would be unnecessary to impose such an undertaking in the 

circumstances. 

AFFIRMED BEFORE ME at the City of 
Halifax, in the Province of Nova Scotia on the 
2I51 day of March, 2025 . 

~rl~f Nova Scotia 

4897-6799-2358, V. 2 

PETER C. M,cVEY, KC. 
A Barrister of the Supreme 

Oewrt9fN~8eetia 
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THE HONOURABLE 

ONTARIO 

Court File No. CV-19-615862-00CL 
Court File No. CV-19-616077-00CL 
Court File No. CV-19-616779-00CL 

SUPERIOR COURT OF JUSTICE 
COMMERCIAL LIST 

Tuesday, the 10th day 

of December, 2024 

CHIEF JUSTICE MORA WETZ 

) 

) 

) 

IN THE MATTER OF THE COMPANIES' CREDITORS ARRANGEMENT ACT, 

R.S.C. 1985, c. C-36, AS AMENDED 

AND IN THE MATTER OF A PLAN OF COMPROMISE 
OR ARRANGEMENT OF JTI-MACDONALD CORP. 

AND IN THE MATTER OF A PLAN OF COMPROMISE 
OR ARRANGEMENT OF IMPERIAL TOBACCO CANADA LIMITED 

AND IMPERIAL TOBACCO COMP ANY LIMITED 

AND IN THE MATTER OF A PLAN OF COMPROMISE 
OR ARRANGEMENT OF ROTHMANS, BENSON & HEDGES INC. 

ORDER GRANTING INTERLOCUTORY INJUNCTIVE RELIEF 

TIDS MOTION made by PCC Representative Counsel pursuant to the Companies' Creditors 

Arrangement Act, R.S.C. 1985, c. c-36, as amended (the "CCAA") for mandatory injunctive relief 

against Actis Law Group and Ms. Andrea Grass (collectively, "Actis Law Group") was made this 

day in Toronto, Ontario. 

ON READING the PCC Representative Counsel's Notice of Motion, the Affidavit of Kate Boyle 

dated December 8, 2024 ("Boyle Affidavit"), together with the exhibits thereto, and on hearing 

1 



the submissions of PCC Representative Counsel and other such counsel requesting to be heard, all 

other parties having been duly served with the Motion Record; 

I. TIDS COURT ORDERS that the time for service of the Notice of Motion and the Motion 

Record herein is hereby abridged and validated so that this Motion is properly returnable today 

and hereby dispenses with further service thereof. 

2. TIDS COURT ORDERS that all capitalized terms used herein, unless herein otherwise 

defined, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in the Boyle Affidavit and the CCAA Plans. 

3. TIDS COURT ORDERS that the request for interlocutory mandatory injunctive relief is 

granted. 

4. THIS COURT ORDERS that the interlocutory injunctive relief granted hereunder shall 

remain in effect until the Sanction Order is rendered or until any such later date if this Order is 

thereafter extended or made permanent. 

5. TIDS COURT ORDERS that Actis Law Group shall immediately take down and remove: 

a. the web-pages entitled "Canadian Tobacco Class Action Settlement 

Representation", found at the following link: https://actislaw.org/class­

actions/ canadian-tobacco-class-action-settlement-representation; and its French 

language equivalent, "Representation au reglement canadien de l'actions 

collectives sur le tabac", found at the following link: https://actislaw.org/actions­

collectives/representation-au-reglement-canadien-de-laction-collective-sur-le­

tabac; and 

b. any other pages or websites in which they have any involvement whatsoever 

containing communications or other information relating to the Canadian Tobacco 

Settlement and claims and distribution processes under the CCAA Plans or the Pan­

Canadian Claimants' Compensation Plan ("PCC Compensation Plan"), for the 

purpose of soliciting Pan-Canadian Claimants ( or "PC Cs") for representation or to 

provide any other services to them in connection with their Tobacco Claims; 

( collectively the "Actis Website") 



6. TIDS COURT ORDERS Actis Law Group to cease and desist from soliciting, 

communicating with, apprnaching, entering into retainer agreements with, and/or providing 

information or advice to any Tobacco-Victims, including PCCs, in connection with the CCAA 

Plans, including the PCC Compensation Plan and/or any compensation due thereunder; 

7. TIDS COURT ORDERS Actis Law Group to provide PCC Representative Counsel with 

the list of all persons who signed up or provided information through the Actis Website or 

otherwise, including all contact and other information obtained and/or collected by them (the 

"Actis List") by December 10, 2024 at 3 pm. 

8. TIDS COURT ORDERS Actis Law Group to destroy all copies of the Actis List in their 

possession, whether in electronic or paper form, by no later than December 10, 2024 at 5 pm·. 

9. TIDS COURT ORDERS that the PCC's are relieved from the requirement to provide an 

undertaking as to damages in respect of the Order sought. 

AID AND RECOGNITION 

10. TIDS COURT HEREBY REQUESTS the aid and recognition of any court, tribunal, 

regulatory or administrative body_ or agency having jurisdiction in Canada or in any other foreign 

jurisdiction, to give effect to this Order. All courts, tribunals, regulatory and administrative bodies 

and agencies are hereby respectfully requested to make such Orders and to provide such assistance, 

as may be necessary or desirable to give effect to this Order. 

~c,r. 
ChiclJusticeGeoffr Morawetz 
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website have been permanently deleted from our records, with the sole exception
of the enclosed screenshot provided to you per your request.

5) We confirm that neither Shine Legal Network nor any related entities or
individuals will engage in any solicitation of Pan-Canadian Claimants through any
medium, including websites, social media, direct outreach, or advertising, unless
or until there is a time when such activities are deemed permissible.

Should you require further clarification, please do not hesitate to contact me
directly.

Sincerely,
Brian Cheaney
President

BTC TCB, LLC / Shine Legal Network
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8. THIS COURT ORDERS Attorney Group to destroy all copies of the Attorney Group List 

in their possession, whether in electronic or paper form, by no later than March 28, 2025, at 5 pm 

(EST). 

 

9. THIS COURT ORDERS that this Order shall apply to any persons or entities with 

knowledge or notice of this Order, and upon such knowledge or notice, such persons or entities 

shall: 

(a) immediately take down and remove any solicitations of PCCs and Blais Class 

Members, including but not limited to any websites, social media posts, 

advertisements, or other public communications in connection with the CCAA 

Plans, the PCC Compensation Plan, the Quebec Administration Plan, or any 

compensation due thereunder; and 

(b) immediately cease and desist from soliciting PCCs and Blais Class Members in 

connection with the CCAA Plans, the PCC Compensation Plan, the Quebec 

Administration Plan, or any compensation due thereunder. 

10. THIS COURT ORDERS that PCC Representative Counsel are relieved from the 

requirement to provide an undertaking as to damages in respect of the Order sought.  

AID AND RECOGNITION 

11. THIS COURT HEREBY REQUESTS the aid and recognition of any court, tribunal, 

regulatory or administrative body or agency having jurisdiction in Canada or in any other foreign 

jurisdiction, to give effect to this Order. All courts, tribunals, regulatory and administrative bodies 

and agencies are hereby respectfully requested to make such Orders and to provide such assistance, 

as may be necessary or desirable to give effect to this Order. 

 

_____________________________  

Chief Justice Geoffrey B. Morawetz 




	Motion Record - Cover Page
	Motion Record - Index
	Notice of Motion
	Affidavit of Kate Boyle - AFFIRMED 2025 03 21
	Exhibit "A": PCC Representative Counsel Orders - 2019 12 09
	Exhibit "B": Amended and Restated PCC Representative Counsel Orders - 2024 11 22
	Exhibit "C": Actis Law Injunction Order Granting Interlocutory Injunctive Relief - ISSUED 2024 12 10
	Exhibit "D": Retention Engagement Letter to Epiq as Agent - 2024 09 13
	Exhibit "E": Attorney Group Website
	Exhibit "F": Attorney Group Solicitations
	Exhibit "G": Attorney Group Terms of Use
	Exhibit "H": Ltr to Attorney Group & Anthony Johnson re Website - 2025 03 07
	Exhibit "I": Arkansas Secretary of State Information
	Exhibit "J": - Email to Johnson and Foster - 2025 03 10
	Exhibit "K": Email from Johnson - 2025 03 11
	Exhibit "L": Email to Johnson and Foster - 2025 03 11
	Exhibit "M": Email to Johnson and Foster - 2025 03 19
	Exhibit "N": Email from Johnson - 2025 03 19
	Exhibit "O": Email to Johnson - 2025 03 20
	Exhibit "P": Ltr to Brian Cheaney - 2025 03 04
	Exhibit "Q": Email from Cheaney - 2025 03 07

	Draft Order for Interlocutory Injunctive Relief - PCC



